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INVITATION TO PASTORS, SCHOOLS 
AND CONFERENCES - - - 


CHRIST’S MISSION invites you to hear MR. ANGELO LOVALLO .. . former Roman 
Catholic parish priest and present staff speaker and writer for CHRISTIAN HERITAGE Magazine. He will 
be in the following areas . . . write NOW and be included on his schedule. 


MINNESOTA — September 6th through the 20th, 1959 
WASHINGTON — October Ist through the 16th, 1959 
MONTANA — October 18th through the 28th, 1959 


LINCOLN, NEBRASKA AREA — 
November Ist through the 5th, 1959 


TEXAS — November 29th through December 13th, 1959 

INDIANA and SOUTHERN OHIO — January 10th through the 24th, 1960 
FLORIDA — February 7th through the 21st, 1960 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS AREA — March 13th through April 8th, 1960 
CAROLINAS — April 24th through May 15th, 1960 


¥ This man will be well qualified on the subject of Romanism since he comes from within the system. 
¥ It will be of help to your people in learning how to deal with Roman Catholic people. 

¥ There will be specialized information not received from other sources. 

v7 A stirring testimony of God's grace, literally another Martin Luther. 


Become informed on such vital topics as: 


“Mixed Marriages” “The Secret of Roman Catholic Power” “Can We Preserve Our Christian Heritage?” 
“What Is Behind the Knights of Columbus Advertising?” “Winning Roman Catholics” 


SEND YOUR REQUESTS DIRECTLY TO: CHRIST'S MISSION - Box 925 - Sea Cliff, L. I., N. Y. 


Who Want 10 © tomoten Him 
Protect Our Freedoms ! 7 yj Presse 


N the world today when your freedom to 
believe and worship as your conscience 
dictates, is just as important to you as free- 
dom from financial worry, there is ONE in- 
vestment which protects you both ways—a 
CHRIST'S MISSION FREEDOM ANNUITY. 
This annuity has as its primary purpose, the 
PROTECTION of your freedom from re- 
ligious forces which would dictate thought 
if they came to power in this country. Our 
ministry is being marvelously used of God in 








bringing others to a saving knowledge of Your Will Is important to 
Jesus Christ. e 

A CHRIST'S MISSION FREEDOM AN Your Family and the Lord 
NUITY protects also your financial status by 
bringing you a generous and dependable WILL YOU REMEMBER 
income, as high as 8.2% a year, from the CHRIST'S MISSION IN YOUR WILL? 
date you invest for the rest of your life. You Use the following form of bequest: 


give to God’s work and at the same time in- 
sure protection of your spiritual and finan- Christ’s. Mission, a religious corpor- 


cial freedom 
. ; ation organized under the laws of the 
For complete details, send coupon today State of New York with offices in 


svcoss Seecuesccensessccevcescesessssuanssessssssesssese the Village of Sea Cliff, the sum of 
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“I give, devise and bequeath to 








Be TO Re Te a (or 
369 Carpenter Ave., Sea Cliff, N.Y. § 
Gentlemen: 5 the following property, to wit 
Ss am interested in your Freedom Annui- § 
ties. Please send me FREE booklet with details. 5 seksi testi aigentla ta ccsbasibla eine nace aaeiistiaipbiinted a. 
Te eR TCT ee ere Fe ee ; 
NI Bight oh at ag reas pet geld end EVRA CIN tes hing ; ; 
SS os eure saun nace hs 5 SUNRON Ss cnisiass Sawada ; See HIDDEN POWER 


CHRIST'S MISSION, Inc. 16 MM Color Sound 


369 CARPENTER AVENUE, SEA CLIFF, N. Y 55 Min. Rental $17.50 
eee ae Write CHrISsT’. s MIssION 


Box 925 - Sea Cliff, N. Y. 
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CONVERTED PRIESTS AND MONKS 
MAIN OFFICE AND CIRCULATION DEPT. 


869 Carpenter Avenue, Sea Cliff, New York 
Telephone: Oriole 6-1291 

All communications, checks and money orders for 
the magazine or Christ’s Mission should be ad- 
dressed to the Main Office. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
Single copy, 30¢; 1 year, $2.50; 2 years, $4.50; 


8 years, $6.50; 50¢ additional for subscriptions 
outside U.S. A. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
At least one month before a change is to take 
effect, send your new address with the old one. 
If possible, enclose your address label. The Post 
Office will not forward copies unless you provide 
extra postage. Duplicate copies cannot be sent 


unless your request is accompanied by 30¢ per 
issue. 


CHRISTIAN HERITAGE is published monthly (ex- 
cept July and August), 20th of month preceding. 
Copyright 1959 by Christ’s Mission, Inc, No part 
of this magazine may be reproduced without 
permission. Printed in U.S. A. Second-class mail 
privileges authorized at 369 Carpenter Ave., Sea 
Cliff, N. Y.; additional entry at New York, N. Y. 


FOREIGN REPRESENTATIVES 

Rev. Edwin J. Taylor, Protestant Truth Society, 
Grimsby Beach, Ontario, CANADA; Evangelical 
Publishers, 241 Yonge Street, Toronto 1, 
CANADA; Old Baptist Union Book Depot, 79 
Reginald Street, Luton, Beds.. ENGLAND; 
Ebenezer Bookroom, Box 127, Zamboanga City, 
PHILIPPINES; Evangel Press, Box 2483, Ma- 
nila, PHILIPPINE ISLANDS; Keswick Book 
Depot, 815 Collins Street, Melbourne, AUS- 
TRALIA; Tasmanian Protestant Federation, 49 
Forest Road Trevellynn, Launceston, Tasmania, 
AUSTRALIA; Crusader Bookroom, Box 760, 
Wellington, C2, NEW ZEALAND; Protestant 
Association of South Africa, P. O. Box 2976, 
Cape Town, SOUTH AFRICA; Rev. R. M. 
Searing, Liberia ‘“‘La Aurora.” Carrera 8A. No, 
18-57, Cali, Colombia, SOUTH AMERICA; The 
Crusaders League, India Hampankatta, Manga- 
lore 1, S. INDIA; Libreria Evangelica, Huygen- 
straat 17, Oranjestad, Aruba, NETHERLANDS 
ANTILLES, 


ADVERTISING 
Christian Heritage offers a unique opportunity 
to advertisers, particularly publishers and book- 
stores, to reach a special, responsive audience. 
Inquiries and copy should be sent to Robert G. 
Hawley, Advertising Manager, at Sea Cliff. 


EDITORIAL OFFICE 
919 South Central Avenue, Glendale 4, California 
Telephone: Citrus 2-6611 


CONTRIBUTIONS 
Unsolicited manuscripts and photographs must 
be accompanied by return postage. We cannot 
assume responsibility for their safety. News- 
paper clippings should be properly identified to 
be usable. 
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FOR A V.I.P. 


I wish to subscribe for a V.I.P. May 
God use these CHRISTIAN HERITAGE 
magazines for His glory and to en- 
lighten men and women and make 
them aware of the encroachments of 
Rome upon our land. 

Mrs. M.L., Pa. 


FROM FANATICISM TO HUMILITY 


Please send me The Monk Who Lived 
Again and Secrets of Romanism, These 
books have been very helpful in my 
research. 

I have wonderful news to relate! My 
fiancé has left the bondage of Rome 
to enjoy the pure freedom of evan- 
gelical Christianity. Before she was 
converted, she was a fanatic, but she 
is now a humble Christian. Blessed be 
the name of the Lord! The educational 
material from Christ’s Mission has 
been most helpful in her conversion. I 
pray that God will bless your efforts 
as he has blessed mine. Keep up the 
good work. 

Please let me know if I may do any- 
thing here to further the cause of 
Christian freedom. 

P.H.V., Ala. 





SAMPLE COPIES OF 
Christian Heritage 


Available - 8 for $1.00 


We will send them to you for distribution, 
or mail them directly from our offices to 
persons you designate. 

* All Samples and Gift Subscriptions are 
sent anonymously unless otherwise specified. 


GREAT OPPORTUNITY 
FOR SMALL INDUSTRY 
MELBOURNE — 
situated 72 miles from Montreal, Quebec, 
or 115 miles from Quebec City. 

In bilingual, Protestant Community 
of 1000 or more young men and 
women. Transportation facilities to 
all points. Property available. For 

more information, write to — 
MISS JEANNE LAROCHELLE, Secretary 
The French Protestant Committee 


Box 40 
Melbourne, Quebec, Canada 





PERILOUS DAYS 


I enjoy your magazine CHRISTIAN 
HERITAGE very much, but must confess 
some of the articles frighten me. Sure- 
ly we are in perilous days. God bless 
your every effort to awaken this na- 
tion and supply your every need. 


M.H.C., Calif. 
BEGIN WITH FACTS 


At a recent meeting dealing with the 
problem of evangelization among peo- 
ple of Catholic background, we were 
told that we could obtain authentic 
information from you regarding the 
Roman Catholic Church and that we 
should ask for a catalogue. If you have 
other information that will help us, I 
would like to be advised of it. We will 
be very grateful for your help. 


R.E.T., Tex. 


SENIOR PROBLEMS 


I read in the December issue of your 
magazine CHRISTIAN HERITAGE about 
Protestant persecution in a Roman 
Catholic country. This is the topic 
around which I must write my term 
paper for our Senior Problems of 
Democracy class, I was wondering if 
I could receive further information 
about this. 

The title of my paper will be, “Civil 
Rights of Protestants in a Catholic 
Country.” Since you know of many ex- 
periences in these countries that would 
pertain to this subject, I hope you will 
be able to send me some information. 
Thank you very much for your co- 
operation, and you may be assured 
that any information will be greatly 
appreciated. 


J.W., Pa. 
EVERY STATEMENT DOCUMENTED 


Your organization has not heard 
from me for some time, as I have been 
very ill. I could hardly believe some 
of what I read in your magazine so I 
asked one of the officers of the Council 
of Churches if all was true that was 
published in the Converted Catholic. 
He said it was true but they didn’t 
believe in writing against the Roman 
Catholics—just show them what good 
Christians can be. I do not agree, how- 
ever, I would like to make a sugges- 
tion: State boldly in each issue of your 
Magazine (CHRISTIAN HERITAGE) that 
all articles or statements may be veri- 
fied by anyone in doubt about them. 

Mrs. O.L.C., Mo. 





TREASURED PRAYER 


That your work will be expanded and 
blessed mightily, and be instrumental 
in the conversion of deluded ones is 
my prayer. 

Mrs. D.J.G., Ore. 


OVERSEAS READER 


For many years now I have been a 
subscriber to your wonderful magazine. 
It has opened my eyes to many things, 
and I really thank the Lord for such a 
helpful magazine. 

It has made me realize how serious 
the position is in your country. 

We were very fortunate to have the 
Dutch converted priest, Rev. H. J. Heg- 
ger, on a visit to our country. The 
opposition he awakened was _ intense, 
but I am thankful to say that thou- 
sands all over South Africa heard him, 
and I am sure many eyes were opened. 

May the Lord continue to bless 
Christ’s Mission and your magazine in 
a wonderful way. 

With all best wishes for your grand 
work for the Master. 


C.D.deW., S. Africa 


CAN WE DO THE JOB? 


I have read the November and De- 
cember issues of CHRISTIAN HERITAGE 
and am very enthusiastic. 

I firmly believe that Americans must 
be awakened to the dangers of Ro- 
manism, and perhaps organizations 
such as yours can do the job. 


D.B.N., Wash. 


HELPS FOR MIXED MARRIAGE 


We have learned so much from your 
magazine CHRISTIAN HERITAGE. We 
would like to have it sent to our son 
who was reared in a Christian home, 
accepted Christ and joined a Bible- 
believing church. After going into the 
Air Corps he forgot many things, be- 
came acquainted with a Catholic girl, 
and after all our talking and praying 
he married her, but did not turn Cath- 
olic. Please send this magazine to them, 
and I would appreciate any other help 
you have for them. 

Mrs. W.A., Mich. 


CHRISTIANITY MADE PLAIN 


Your magazine, CHRISTIAN HERITAGE, 
surely brings out the truth of the 
wicked secret power of the Roman 
Catholic Church which everyone needs 
to know. Mr. George’s fine message in 
the December issue on the subject 
“What Is a Christian?” made it plain 
from the Bible standpoint. 

C.M.B., Calif. 


APPRECIATIVE SUBSCRIBER 


Let me express at least a small 
word of the deep and increasing appre- 
ciation I have for your excellent maga- 
zine and your glorious work. 

A few years ago I had the high 
privilege of talking with a Roman 
Catholic boy who was ill for no reason 
except that he was mentally distressed 
over what he had found in his church. 
This was particularly bad for him be- 
cause he had his heart set upon becom- 
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ing a priest in the Roman Catholic 
system. 

I asked young Andy, “Which would 
you rather believe, the first Pope or the 
last Pope?” 

Looking at me with amazement he 
soon said, “The first Pope of course.” 

Then I said, “I do not believe that 
Peter was the first Pope, but you do, 
don’t you? Then see what he says in 
Acts, chapter two.” 

We read verse 14 to verify that 
Peter was speaking, then read verses 
22-36. At that time the decree had gone 
forth about Mary having been the 
“Holy One,” and we brought this to his 
attention. How shocked he was! “This 
will change my whole life!” he ex- 
claimed. 

Your magazine is changing lives too. 
We are printing quotes from the 
CHRISTIAN HERITAGE in our April issue 
of The Conquerors. 

For many years I have had a sort of 
“open house” on Monday evenings for 
the men of the Seminary at Columbia 
Theological and Emory and Georgia 
Tech students and others, to come for 
a Bible study and conversation. Last 
Monday the “text” of conversation was 
the very excellent message by Rev. 
Stuart P. Garver. One of the men read 
the printed message complete, and we 
had a discussion. 

I am so delighted to have this, As a 
woman I never present my own ideas, 
so this was great. There are many stu- 
dents at Columbia being affected by the 
trend to Neo-orthodoxy. 

Because I think so highly of this 
article by Mr. Garver I hope you will 
begin the subscription sent here with 
the February issue, please. 

We rejoice to pray for you and would 
appreciate so very much your prayers 
for Miracle Book Club, Inc., as we seek 
to train teenagers in the privilege of 
being conversationalists for Christ, and 
aiding older ones to be more vocal after 
becoming more definite in what they 
believe. 

May the God of all comfort pour 
much of God’s love through you to the 
glory of the Lord Jesus Christ, whom 
we shall see soon! 

E.Mc., Ga. 


PEACE AND CONTENTMENT 


Having lived in the tropics I can 
appreciate your wonderful work. I do 
hope that some of the unfortunate 
priests whom I have known are aware 
of your charitable efforts to shelter 
them and give them new interest in life 
with peace and contentment to their 
souls. 

I left the Roman Catholic Church 
many years ago. I had been born and 
reared in a most devout Catholic fam- 
ily, and it required a strong will and 
courage to make the break. Although 
I was not religious, the mental agony 
before the decision was made and the 
bitter reproaches of my family of 
French and Irish ancestry were difficult 
to bear. 

Then I joined the Episcopalian 
church and found peace and content- 
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ment. For years I would not tolerate 
the sight of a Roman Catholic priest, 
and when one was coming in my direc- 
tion I would cross over on the other 
side of the street. 

Now with the passing of years I have 
learned tolerance. I know that many 
have been influenced to enter the 
seminary at the age of 14, 15, or 16. 
At first those innocent boys enjoy the 
change, for life today in a seminary is 
like that in college. Once they are dea- 
cons and take the vow, they are more 
matured and realize their mistake, but 
the door is closed—there is no turning 
back. Their method of trapping young 
boys makes bad priests. For those who 
have the vocation, it is their choice— 
but for the ones who realize that they 
have been trapped, it is too bad. 

This situation is similar to that of 
young girls in convent schools. Catholic 
convents and parochial schools are the 
places where the seed is planted and 
cultivated to replenish the clergy with 
priests and nuns. The behavior of the 
Roman Catholic clergy in the United 
States is better (to outward appear- 
ances) than in Central and South 
America. The Roman Church warns 
her priests against scandal. 

Most Catholics believe that priests 
are super-beings unable to sin. The one 
who holds the host between his fingers 
every morning should be equal in virtue 
to an angel—even when the contrary 
is shown or proven to the faithful. I 
never disturb the peace of mind of 
these simple ignorant souls. 

I was tortured by doubts at an early 
age. I know what mental torture is and 
would not destroy the faith of any 
believer, but we know the greed for 
power and money and unjust laws on 
the part of the hierarchy. 


Mrs. J.W.A., La. 


FORTUNATE CHILDREN 


Your magazine is wonderful and ev- 
ery Protestant should have it in his 
home. We have three children, and I 
will keep these magazines for them to 
read so they will know the facts as 
written by authorities in CHRISTIAN 
HERITAGE. 

My husband was raised a Catholic 
but is now a strong Lutheran; he too 
has seen the error of their teachings. 
Thank God that he saw the light, as 
our three children have a wonderful 
Protestant father. 

Mrs. R.F.W., Mont. 


LOGICAL, FACTUAL, SPIRITUAL 


I am eager to renew my subscription 
to CHRISTIAN HERITAGE. It is the best 
magazine of its type published in the 
United States—logical, factual, spir- 
itual. No one can let the light shine 
upon the inner working of the subtle 
Roman Catholic system like converts, 
priests and those who have escaped the 
burden of its bondage. 

It should be a “must” on the maga- 
zine list of every Protestant minister. 

Why not send your pastor a gift 
subscription? 

R.R.B., Pa. 


INCREASE YOUR 
a 


... just as many men 
and women are doing 
in a most dignified 
vocation .. . and at 
the same time, 


‘ 


SERVE THE LORD 


by fulfilling an important Christian 
service in your own and surrounding 
communities. 

Here’s your opportunity to become 
associated with a company that has 
been in business more than 35 years— 
highly respected by Christian leaders 
and whose product and service are 
recommended by men and women you 
know. 


WORK FULL OR PART TIME 


Our program is unique —it has no 
competition. Every home is a pros- 
pect. Your spare time can be worth 
up to $75 a week, and more... full 
time up to $10,000 a year, and more! 


John Rudin & Company, inc. 
22 W. Madison Street ‘ 
| Chicago 2, Illinois. = Derr. AS9 


| Yes, I’m interested, Please send me complete 


information on your program. 
Name. 
| Address. 


City & Zone_______ State. 
CLIP AND MAIL TODAY! 





MENTION Christian Heritage 


to our advertisers. 








McGUFFEY'S READERS 


After a long and costly search, reprints of 
the original 1879 revised editions of the 
famous McGuffey’s Readers have been com- 
pleted and you can now purchase exact 
copies at the following low prices POSTPAID: 
ist Reader..... $2.25 4th Reader..... $3.25 
2nd Reader..... $2.50 Sth Reader..... $3.50 
3rd Reader..... $2.75 6th Reader..... $3.75 


OLD AUTHORS Dept. CO-58 Rowan, lowa 








STOP SMOKING! 
BANISH THE CRAVING FOR TOBACCO! 


The easily applied method explained in “THE 
SMOKING HABIT” by Wodehouse will enable 
ou to quickly and positively rid yourself of the 
obacco Habit. Read this book through. You'll 
enjoy it, and if you don’t give up smoking, you 
et your money back and no questions asked. 
Bostpaid only $1.00. 
NEW LIFE 


Dept. CO-56 Rowan, lowa 
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New _Co-Director of Christ's Mission 





During the past eight years, since the present Executive Director took 
charge of the organization as well as the editing of the magazine, the Lord 
has shown us great avenues of service, and expansion has been unparalleled. 
The progress of the work has demanded an increase in activities, and we are 
happy to announce to our readers that at the annual meeting of the Board of 
Trustees of Christ's Mission the Rev. Stuart P. Garver was appointed Co-Director. 

We are thankful for Mr. Garver's ministry in the fields to which the Lord 
has called him in the past, and we commend him to the prayers of our readers. 
Mr. Garver's responsibilities in the home in New York are very essential. 

As our organization comes to this stage of growth his contribution to the work 
will be invaluable. 


Our readers will remember Mr. Garver as the author of the February sermon 
in CHRISTIAN HERITAGE, "Crisis of Faith." 

While Dr. Montano continues as Executive Director, this addition to our 
staff gives him the extra time that he needs for the magazine, each issue of 
which requires a tremendous amount of research. 


NAE Convention in Los Angeles 


The National Association of Evangelicals held its Convention in Los Angeles 
April sixth to tenth. Christ's Mission was invited to have a booth to further 
our work and display the materials produced by the organization. Our Business 
Manager, Mr. Robert G. Hawley, was in charge of the exhibits and had many oppor- 
tunities to acquaint evangelical leaders with our work. 

It was a distinct pleasure to have Mr. Hawley with us at our Editorial 
Office and to have the opportunity of enjoying Christian fellowship with hin. 

We thank God for his ministry and his dedication to the great task of looking 
after the administrative affairs of this work. 


Dr. Clyde W. Taylor, Director of Public Affairs for the National Association 
of Evangelicals, and member of the Board of Directors of Christ's Mission, also 


attended the NAE Convention in Los Angeles, and we were very happy to have 
him with us on that occasion. 


Gospel Literature in Spanish 


Reports received from missionaries working in Latin America indicate that 
the ignorance of the people in that continent regarding Protestantism is due in 
large measure to the lack of Gospel literature. 


Many of us feel that the Southern Continent may be a ripe field fora 
Twentieth Century Reformation. 

Members of the Senate in Peru and also in Mexico have received some of 
the books that Christ's Mission distributes. After reading The Right to Know 
and Liberty to Believe, many have exclaimed, "We never knew before what 
Protestantism could do to bring such greatness to any country that adopts it." 


Christ's Mission Book Department has the following books, written by Dr. 
Montano in Spanish: 


How to Find Happiness 

The Right to Know and Liberty to Believe 

The Monk Who Lived Again 

Also The Monk Who Lived Again, by B. H. Pearson. 





Missionary leaders in Latin America who wish to avail themselves of these 
books should contact headquarters of Christ's Mission, at Sea Ciff, New York, for 
information concerning them. 
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He Fathered No Christ 


May Day, for centuries associated with 
spring festivals and the traditional Maypole, has 
in recent years been taken over by the Communists 
as their own Workers’ Day, which is celebrated in 
all parts of the world. Not to be outdone, the Ro- 
man Catholic Church has also appropriated May 
Day, designating it as a feast day with a special 
mass in honor of St. Joseph. 

Thus with customary adaptability the Roman 
Church seeks to rival Communism’s glorification 
of Lenin, patron-god of the proletariat, with her 
own veneration of St. Joseph, deified patron of 
the worker. 

In his address on the Feast of St. Joseph the 
Worker, the late Pope Pius XII was moved to 
make a remarkably candid admission regarding 
May Day’s recently acquired purple hue: 

“Who would have been so bold as to think, 
seventy years ago when May 1 was first set aside 
as the working-man’s holiday [by the Second So- 
cialist International], that . . . the Church would 
one day make this holiday the special property of 
the Christian worker?” 


JOSEPH RIVALS LENIN 


Pope Pius XII instituted a special mass for 
Joseph, but “hundreds of bishops and thousands 
of the Faithful have requested that his name be 
introduced in the prayers of the Mass daily and 
Sunday.” (Messenger of the Sacred Heart, May 
1957) 

Joseph’s deification has mushroomed to the 
outrageous proportions exhibited in the following 
letter, which includes the most blasphemous state- 
ment regarding his relationship to Christ it has 
ever been our horror to read: 

— “).. just as a father who commands his 
son. Such is indeed the role and credit 
enjoyed by the holy Patriarch; he com- 
mands and always, Jesus obeys .. .” 

The letter in its entirety reads as follows: 


“Monastery of the Precious Blood 
Saint Paul, Alberta, 1956 
“ “OQ Saint Joseph! How great is your glory 
in Heaven! 


You surpass all the Saints in glory and 
in beatitude!” 
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“Dear Friends of Saint Joseph, 


More than in past years, it is a joy to invite 
you to join us in our big Novena to our holy pa- 
tron, Saint Joseph, which Novena will take place 
from March 10th to 19th. How many reasons we 
have to show him our love and gratitude. The year 
of Saint Joseph has made us know and love him 
better. How good he has been to each one of us! 
How many graces received! During this Novena, 
let us pronounce his name often. A pious author 
says: ‘When the name of Saint Joseph is heard in 
heaven, all the angels and all the elect turn gra- 
ciously towards him to congratulate him on his 
glory! Let us join this celestial concert in order 
to glorify him whom Jesus Himself has so greatly 
honored here below and whom He glorifies much 
more now in His Heavenly Kingdom .. .’ 


A pious artist has represented Saint Joseph 
as sitting on a throne of clouds with the Infant 
Jesus on his knees. A crowd of persons, kneeling 
on earth, lift their hands toward him and present 
him their petitions. Saint Joseph receives them, 
one by one, shows them to the Divine Infant and 
takes His Hand to make Him sign them, just as 
a father who commands his son: Such is indeed 
the role and the credit enjoyed by the holy Patri- 
arch; he commands, and always, Jesus obeys... 


In love and veneration of our Well-loved Saint 
Joseph, we remain, 


Gratefully and devotedly yours, 


The Sisters Adorers 
of the Precious Blood” 


In a Catholic publication we read of Saint 
Joseph: “He is the head of the Church and of the 
household of the world because he was the head 
of the household of Nazareth. He enjoyed this 
paternal recognition because Jesus of Nazareth 
called him Father and obeyed him as representa- 
tive of His Father in heaven... . Pray to him for 
the goods of this world, for all his clients have 
found him generous. He gives work to the un- 
employed, health to the sick. . . . Pray to him for 
a happy death, for he died one. He died in Jesus’ 
arms, with Mary kneeling at his bedside.” (The 
Parish News, Brooklyn, New York, March 1957) 


Where any foundation for such fantasy can 
be found no one can tell. 








Today we still see the Roman Church in her 
historic role of opportunist, appropriating the 
working man as her special property. It is an 
undeniable fact that wherever the Roman Church 
has set her foot she has brought the laboring 
classes into brutal slavery. Under her tyrannical 
rule the masses have been kept in ignorance, for 
in her own evaluation of human beings, “‘the most 
ignorant is the best slave.” 


BEASTS OF BURDEN 


Workers all too often have been used as 
“beasts of burden.” The Roman Catholic hierarchy 
has built church mansions, monasteries, convents, 
and cathedrals, amassing immense fortunes at the 
toilers’ expense. 

Thirty-three million aborigines and one hun- 
dred million middle-class laborers in the Western 
Hemisphere lift their voices in condemnation of 
the exactions imposed upon them by an avaricious 
hierarchy. Before the year 1927, through control 
of government power and unscrupulous exploita- 
tion of the people, the Roman Catholic Church in 
Mexico owned two-thirds of all the properties in 
that land. In other countries this same church has 
reduced the natives to a state of abject poverty 
and degradation. 

Always at the side of the dominant party, or 
the politicians in power, always allied with ruth- 
less extortionists and despotic landlords, she, like 
a parasite, profits from the miseries of humanity. 


These unfortunate people controlled by Rome 
are forced to transfer to the clergy their rights 
and privileges. Meanwhile, the hierarchy, while 
living in opulence, uses all diligence and dexterity 
to acquire for itself and its successors dominion 
and authority over an ignorant people. With the 
preaching of forgiveness of sins in exchange for 
liberal donations to God, to the saints, to the 
church, and to the clergy, the endowments to the 
church and the revenues of the bishops increase 
enormously. In many instances immense fortunes 
have been appropriated from the people to the 
extent that a country’s resources have been ex- 
hausted and the people left without means of 
support. 


VICTIMS OF OPPRESSION AND FRAUD 


The Latin American liberators knew only too 
well that the most ardent defenders of slavery 
and the most active opponents of freedom were 
the priests and the hierarchy. For their work of 
emancipating the people from the tentacles of the 
Roman Catholic Church and the Spanish Crown, 
the liberators were paid with the most fulminating 
excommunications. Bolivar, San Martin, Hidalgo, 
and Juarez were the victims of an oppressive hier- 
archy. 

Communist conquest of certain areas in Latin 
America is only the result of the fact that the peo- 
ple, tired of being dominated by the hierarchy, are 
ready to accept any form of tutelage. In this re- 
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spect the Roman Catholic Church is directly re- 
sponsible for the spread of Communism. 

Joseph the carpenter, now made patron saint 
of the workers, would be the first to raise a voice 
of indignation against this system; for had he 
lived in Rome, under the oppression of the Roman 
Church, he like other laboring men would have 
been its victim. 


As we read the urgings of the Roman Cath- 
olic Church in America that “clients” pray to Jo- 
seph for employment, goods of this world, health, 
and a happy death, it is unbelievable that such 
superstition could move the minds of the people 
of this day. In the Dark Ages ignorant people 
might have accepted this preposterous and inde- 
cent practice of imitating pagan rites and blending 
them with Christian worship. 


Trappings and devices of heathen beliefs are 
displayed by Romanism and pawned off upon gul- 
lible followers in the name of religion. Quantities 
of dust and earth, brought from far places and 
termed “miraculous,” are handed about as power- 
ful remedies against malignancy and violence of 
wicked spirits. Public processions and supplica- 
tions with which pagans endeavored to appease 
their gods are adapted into Roman Catholic wor- 
ship and celebrated with great pomp and mag- 
nificence. Virtues once ascribed to heathen stat- 
ues are now attributed by the church to Biblical 
personages. 


It is interesting too that just as monks in 
monasteries develop an unnatural affection under 
the guise of devotion for the Virgin Mary, so nuns 
and sisters become the most assiduous promoters 
of Saint Joseph devotions. 


BUT WHO IS THIS JOSEPH? 


The Roman Catholic Church is fabricating a 
relationship between Jesus and Joseph which is 
unspeakably blasphemous. Is there any authority 
in God’s Word for such a fiction? 

When the angel came to Mary with his won- 
derful revelation he made no mention of Joseph. 
“And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for 
thou hast found favour with God. And, behold, 
thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth 
a son, and shalt call His name JESUS. He shall be 
great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: 
and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne 
of his father David.” (Luke 1:30-32) 

When as a child Jesus taught in the Temple 
at Jerusalem and His mother said, “Thy father 
and I have sought thee,” Jesus replied: “How is 
it that ye sought me? wist ye not that I must be 
about my Father’s business?” 

We have no instance recorded in which Jesus 
mentioned Joseph. Throughout His whole life, until 
His last words on the cross, “Father, into Thy 
hands I commend my spirit,” He proclaimed with 
great simplicity and clarity the identity of His 
Father. 


When the Roman Church refers to the ‘Holy 
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Family” as including Joseph, Mary and Jesus, we 
are reminded of the explanation Christ gave as to 
whom He considered His family: “. . . one said 
unto him, Behold, thy mother and thy brethren 
stand without, desiring to speak with thee. But he 
answered and said unto him that told him, Who is 
my mother? and who are my brethren? And he 
stretched forth his hand toward his disciples, and 
said, Behold my mother and my brethren! For 
whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is 
in heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and 
mother.” (Matt. 12:47-50) 

The invention of the Roman Catholic Church 
of a “head of the Holy Family” is not only dis- 
tasteful to the person who reverently searches the 
Holy Scriptures for truth but insulting to God 
the Father and God the Son. It is even humiliating 
to the person of Joseph. The humble carpenter of 
Nazareth, kind and solicitous husband though he 
was, would never have dreamed of himself as the 
object of deification, a tool of propaganda for the 
Roman Church. 

Whoever Joseph may be, then, he most cer- 
tainly is not the father of our Lord, nor is he the 
“head of the Holy Family,” nor is he the patron 
of workers. 

Across America are Protestant laboring men, 
the very bulwark of our society, whose Bible belief 
and faithfulness to our Christian heritage is so 
great that such misappropriation, clothed in cleri- 
cal mendacity, is an insult and dishonor. 


“THE SON OF THE LIVING GOD" 


Only unbelievers and Christ’s enemies called 
Jesus the son of Joseph. Not once did Jesus Him- 
self refer to Joseph as His father. 

To know Christ as the only Son of God re- 
quires a supernatural revelation. “And Simon 
Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the 
Son of the living God. And Jesus answered and 
said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona: 
for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, 
but my Father which is in heaven.” (Matt. 16: 
16, 17) 

By using ecclesiastical authorities for the 
interpretation of Scripture, the Roman Catholic 
Church hinders the free revelation of the Spirit. 


A Call To Prayer 


aa 
ACH US HOW to love those who are 
being misled and those who are trying to bring 
about the destruction of our beloved country’s 
government. Teach us to pray for them.” 

This request, prompted by a deep concern 
about the safety of our country, was sent to us by 
one of our subscribers. 


TEACH US TO PRAY 
Who can teach us how to pray better than 
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HONOR THE SON 


We are commanded to give all honor to the 
Son. “All men should honor the Son, even as they 
honor the Father. He that honoreth not the Son 
honoreth not the Father which hath sent him.” 
(John 5:23) 

The Scriptures tell us that Christ’s heavenly 
Father honored Him. How much more should Jo- 
seph, and all men, exalt Christ. How can men 
direct their service and honor toward Joseph when 
they are told by Christ that God Himself will 
honor those who serve the Son? “If any man serve 
me, him will my Father honor.” 

In the light of logic and sound reasoning, and 
according to the authority of the Scriptures, the 
arrogant assumption of the Roman Catholic 
Church, in elevating the cult of Joseph to this pre- 
eminence, even above the position to which they 
relegate our Lord, is sinful. Furthermore, accord- 
ing to the ultimate verdict of God’s Word, the 
Roman Catholic Church is urging upon its people 
the worship of idols. The statues, the shrines, as 
well as the homage and tributes Catholics are 
urged to pay to Joseph—all are in direct opposi- 
tion to God’s commandment: “Thou shalt have no 
other gods before me.” How can the Roman Cath- 
olic Church justify this cult of Joseph? 

To Roman Catholics and non-Catholics alike 
the Lord Jesus Christ speaks in solemn words: 
“And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first 
commandment.” (Mark 12:30) 

When Christ appeared in the synagogue at 
Nazareth, workers were represented in one group 
of His listeners. To them He proclaimed what the 
prophet Isaiah had foretold: “The Spirit of the 
Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to 
preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to 
heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to 
the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, 
to set at liberty them that are bruised.” (Luke 
4:18) 

The Christian workers of our land, the op- 
pressed people of the earth, those who are under 
the rule of tyrants and absolute monarchs, have 
in Christ their only patron. 





Christ? When the disciples came to Him with a 
similar petition, Jesus gave them the most perfect 
pattern of prayer. (Matt. 6:9-14) The Lord’s 
prayer leads us, first, into a spirit of worship, and 
second, into a concern for our Father’s kingdom. 
Then, and only then, are we ready to bring before 
God our own material and spiritual needs. Before 
closing our prayer, having been brought to a state 
of utter reverence and awe, we then pray for 
deliverance from evil. 

Christ Himself taught us how to pray for the 
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problems of our day. He taught us to pray for for- 
giveness of our sins and to forgive those who sin 
against us. It has been said that “an wnforgiving 
heart is an wnforgiven heart.” Our sins make us 
debtors to Christ. As such we cannot come to Him 
with self-pride or self-righteousness, but only in 
humility, as sinners seeking forgiveness. It is this 
attitude that God wants to see in us before He can 
forgive us. 

“If my people, which are called by my name, 
shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my 
face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will 
I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, 
and will heal their land.” (II Chr. 7:14) 


HEALED BY DELIVERANCE 


The seventh petition in the Lord’s prayer is 
the clamor of a struggling nation: “Deliver us 
from evil!’”—or, as some interpreters translate it, 
“Deliver us from the evil one.” 

Deliverance from evil includes deliverance 
from Satan. Paul said: “For I know his maneu- 
vers.” (Moffat) In contrast to his awareness of 
Satan’s strategy is the appalling ignorance among 
Christians concerning the evil one and his methods 
of working. Paul attested to the fact that Satan 
was capable of hindering his work. ‘Wherefore 
we would have come unto you, even I Paul, once 
and again; but Satan hindered us.” (I Thess. 2: 
18) If the object of the enemy is recognized, there 
will be a possibility of preventing its coming to 
pass. Much of his work is not recognized until it 
is accomplished—and then it is too late. 


THE VISION OF PRAYER 


The Holy Spirit does not underestimate the 
strength of the enemy. We may be inclined to ig- 
nore the enemy, but how can we resist what we 
ignore? How can we overcome that which does not 
exist? Over and over the Scriptures exhort us: 
“Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the 
devil, and he will flee from you.” (James 4:7) 

The devil is interested in our ignoring his 
workings, but we must be alert. Paul recognized 
the necessity of being vigilant when he said, “We 
are not ignorant of his devices.” 


There is a great need for consecrated Chris- 
tians to prevail in prayer to hold back the designs 
of Satan, whose purpose is the downfall of our 
country through misguided and misled individuals. 

As CHRISTIAN HERITAGE comes into the hands 
of its readers we implore that those hands be 
raised in prayer to God for the needs and problems 
outlined in each issue. 

Moses, with the fight going on among the 
multitudes below him, had the vision of prayer. 
The question arises about this contest: Could God 
have done without Moses? While he prayed with 
uplifted arms God gave His people the victory; 
when he failed to pray, they lost the battle. In the 
divine economy it seems essential that there be 
those who interpret events for prayer. We shall 
never be able to understand it fully this side of 
glory. ‘He Himself leads His people to pray, and 
to interpret events for understanding prayer.” 
(The Overcomer, by J. C. Williams) 

To fail in faith because past prayers have not 
yet been answered is to fail in prayer. To the one 
who prays with faith the fact that prayers remain 
unanswered is only evidence that the moment of 
answer is so much nearer. The teachings and ex- 
amples of our Lord indicate that prayer which 
cannot persevere and urge its plea importunately 
and gather strength from every past petition is 
not the prayer that will prevail. (Luke 11:5-10) 


OUR GREATEST WEAPON LIES IDLE 


Dr. A. J. Gordon admonished Christians with 
these words: “You can do more than pray after 
you have prayed, but you cannot do more than 
pray until you have prayed.” 

The United States of America is today, as 
never before, “standing in the need of prayer.” 
Many Christians are concerned over the impend- 
ing crisis. How many Christians will convenant 
to pray with us about the dangers we face? 

Luther spent three hours a day in prayer. 
Can we have a present-day reformation without 
prayer? 

“Now I beseech you, brethren, for the Lord 
Jesus Christ’s sake, and for the love of the Spirit, 
that ye strive together with me in your prayers 
to God.” (Rom. 15:30) 


Coming in June... 


¢ EDITORIALS 


—by W. M. Montano 
“To Make the World Catholic” 


“Bread of Deceit’’ 


NEEDED: A REVITALIZED PROTESTANTISM 


—by Clyde W. Taylor 
WHY I COULD NOT REMAIN A ROMAN CATHOLIC 
—by the Rev. Robert G. Balnicky 
THE POWER OF THE SON OF GOD 





—by the Rev. James A Tallach 
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Nowhere under the stars has there ever been waged a more 
bitter and relentless warfare than that of the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy against the soul of the Catholic people. 


Fzw PROTESTANTS REALIZE 
the nature and significance of the 
vast chasm which separates the 
Roman Catholic hierarchy from 
the Catholic people. There is no 
such lacuna between the Protes- 
tant clergyman and his congrega- 
tion. When we speak of the 
Roman Catholic Church we are 
really referring to the Catholic 
hierarchy, which alone is respon- 
sible for the church’s policy, just 
as the Directorate is what we 
have in mind when we refer to 
General Motors. Actually, the 
smallest GM _ stock-holder has 
more control over the functioning 
of his company than any Catholic 
layman over his church. 

Yet, in cultivating the fiction 
of sacerdotal wisdom and holiness 
which sets the priest apart from 
the awed and reverent Catholic 
laity, the hierarchy is faced with 
a troublesome paradox. While 
maintaining the god-like aloof- 
ness of priest from parishioner it 
must at the same time convince 
the Protestant world of the com- 
plete unanimity of Catholic clergy 
and laity. To convey this impres- 
sion is a “must” if the hierarchy 
is to continue using the Catholic 
vote as a political threat. Al- 
though no such unity exists, the 
hierarchy’s insistence that it does 
has the full support of the Cath- 
olic people who, being almost 
totally ignorant of their leader- 
ship’s political machinations, are 
only too proud and honored to be 
identified with it. 

This specious identification of 
the innocent with the guilty 
serves the clergy well when their 
arrogant encroachment upon the 
rights of others has brought down 
on them justified wrath and set 
afoot one of the periodical anti- 
Catholic campaigns. Shielding 
themselves behind the Catholic 
people, the clergy ride out the 
storm in comfort, only venturing 
to peer from their safe shelter 
with shouts of “Bigotry!” and 
“Prejudice!” while the Catholic 
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people, dumbfounded at finding 
themselves the object of such ap- 
parently unwarranted antipathy, 
fulfill their useful purpose by 
“taking it on the chin.” 

To understand the origin of the 
hierarchy’s unique position with 
regard to the laity one must track 
it back to its source. Until the 
conversion of Constantine Chris- 
tianity remained relatively un- 
polluted. When the emperor’s ex- 
ample made “conversion” expedi- 
ent, whole regiments of pagan 
legionaries were baptized en 
masse, bringing with them their 
paganism, which submerged and 
almost suffocated Christianity for 
eleven centuries. 

They brought their Pontifex 
Maximus, who metamorphosed 
neatly into the Holy Father. They 
brought their Vestal Virgins, who 
came out as nuns. They brought 
their galaxy of gods and god- 
desses, who were recast under the 
names of saints. They brought 
their star performer composed in 
equal parts of the maiden god- 
dess, Diana, the queen goddess, 
Juno, and the mother goddess, 
Venus, who emerged opportunely 
as the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

They brought their amulets, in- 
cantations, and gaudy ceremonies. 
They brought their ritual of hu- 
man sacrifice which, as the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass, substituted 
money offerings for the previous 
blood offerings, a much more 
practical and remunerative pro- 
gram, Above all, they brought 
their priestcraft, with its pagan 
pretense of veto power over the 
Hereafter. 

But the genesis of the Roman 
Catholic priesthood cannot of it- 
self explain its hypnotic hold on 
the Catholic people. One must also 
consider the character of the per- 
sonnel recruited for the priest- 
hood. 

The bulk of the Roman Cath- 
olic clergy is recruited from lower 
strata of the Catholic community. 
As Emmett McLoughlin points 
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out in his great book People’s 
Padre, boys of this class are much 
impressed by the aura of priestly 
glamor and are often of a mental- 
ity which easily succumbs to the 
pressure used for gaining recruits 
for the priesthood. When they 
emerge from the seminary they 
gradually evolve’ into’ three 
groups, the naive, the disillu- 
sioned, and the aggressive. 

The naive are worthy souls so 
honest themselves that they never 
question the honesty of others. 
Even repeated experiences of 
hypocrisy and corruption among 
their priestly brothers are in- 
sufficient to shake their faith or 
extinguish their inexhaustible 
charity. Such priests never ad- 
vance to high rank among the 
clergy. They are found in poor 
city parishes, lonely country sta- 
tions, or out in the mission field, 
sharing the meager life of their 
parishioners. It is this type of 
priest which gives us the Dami- 
ens and the Pires. 

What of the disillusioned? The 
same authority (McLoughlin) es- 
timates that about 27% of priests 
would like to leave not only the 
priesthood but the church. About 
10% of them do, but only half of 
these have the stamina to stay 
with it. The memory of indolent, 
well-padded living is too beguil- 
ing. Expecting the same thing, 
plus adulation, in the Protestant 
camp and not finding it, these 
feeble characters inevitably re- 
turn to Rome. 

In their eagerness not to jeop- 
ardize their cushy sinecure a sec- 
ond time they cravenly accept the 
hypocritical ‘“penances” handed 
out to them and become the most 
ardent of Rome’s propagandists. 
After all, what have they to lose 
but self-respect and conscience, 
items of slight consequence on the 
agenda of many Catholic priests. 

Nevertheless it would be unfair 
to judge harshly all disillusioned 
priests who fail to break with 
Rome. When one considers the 
scurrilous attacks which will be 
made on them in the Roman Cath- 
olic press, the boycott pressure 
which will starve them out of a 
means of livelihood, the malig- 
nant persecution which will seek 
them out and hound them wher- 
ever they go, one can readily 
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understand that the decision to 
leave is a more heroic one than 
most of us are ever called upon to 
make. It cannot be denied that 
some of these priests are good 
men who, to atone for their lack 
of courage, do what they can to 
comfort, encourage, and assuage 
the lot of the duped and betrayed 
Catholic people. 
* 


Nothing, however, can be said 
in extenuation of the aggressive 
cohort of the priesthood, the class 
which comprises the hierarchy 
and upper clergy as well as many 
of the lower. No man can rise 
very high in the ranks of the Ro- 
man Catholic priesthood unless he 
is of this class. In fact, the sav- 
agery of their intolerance against 
all who stand in the way of ruth- 
less ambition extends far beyond 
their hatred of their tacit oppo- 
nent, the non-Catholic world, and 
intimately permeates their own 
relationships. The viciousness of 
their tactics against one another 
in the competition for promotion 
is of precisely the same quality 
as that of mediaeval cardinals 
who hired poisoners and assassins 
to dispose of their rivals in the 
Consistory. 

Their objective is not merely a 
life of privilege, luxury, and car- 
nal self-indulgence. In fact, there 
are among them men of rigidly 
ascetic character. But each and 
every man of them is driven by 
an insatiable lust for power. Each 
sees himself as a factor to be reck- 
oned with in a globe-dominating 
Force. Having lost the capacity 
for love, they seek the fear of 
their fellow-men—the more ab- 
ject the headier. Is it any wonder 
that the hierarchy’s own security 
demands an impassible gulf be- 
tween the decent, well-meaning 
Catholic people and these men 
with the hearts and spiritual na- 
ture of wolves, these men with 
no God but Greed, no Religion 
but Power? 


Now let us turn our attention 
from the clergy and scrutinize for 
a moment their most immediate 
and most relentlessly outraged 
victim, the Roman Catholic laity. 
Like the clergy, the Catholic peo- 
ple are best understood if we let 


them fall into their natural cate- 
gories. 

We have first of all the con- 
verts, those strange individuals 
who having once known the 
sweet and simple truths of Jesus, 
surrender their birthright for the 
noxious pottage of Rome’s tawdry 
paganism. Why do they do it? 
The reasons are varied, perhaps 
the most compelling these days 
being opportunism, the effort to 
seek advantages by “jumping on 
the bandwagon.” Such converts 
are the same people who, should 
it appear that Communism were 
about to take over, would prompt- 
ly become Communists. 

Among them are the _ self- 
dramatizers, the individuals 
whose personal lives hold much 
of frustration and little of ful- 
fillment. They crave what they 
have never known, to be the cen- 
ter of attention, seeking, perhaps 
unconsciously, some way which 
does not require of them abilities 
and distinctions they do not pos- 
sess. Conversion to Roman Cath- 
olicism resolves their need. 


By far the largest number con- 
sists, of course, of the spiritual 
suicides. They are the hapless 
souls who shrink from the proc- 
esses of thought for fear of being 
brought up against truths they do 
not wish to face, truths which, if 
followed through, might involve 
them in arduous spiritual effort. 
How much easier to slip out from 
under their God-given powers of 
thought and win an oyster-like 
peace, or to exist simply as a va- 
cuum, a disposal unit for the 
thoughts and greeds of other men! 
How much pleasanter to give up 
the hard road of spiritual striving 
and accept a heaven which can be 
cheaply purchased by the pay- 
ment of money and the recitation 
of sterile formulas! 

Last, there are among converts, 
as in all other groups, the genu- 
inely naive. For them the beauti- 
ful music, gorgeous trappings, 
fragrant incense, majestic tem- 
ples, and eye-filling spectacles 
perform the office for which 
Rome designed them, namely, to 
lull the senses into a state of 
euphoria which the victim mis- 
takes for heavenly transport. It 
was an old device even in the days 
of Egyptian priestcraft. Like 
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wide-eyed children at a circus, the 
victims of this form of mass hyp- 
nosis see nothing of the shoddy 
meanness behind the glitter. 

Whatever his impelling motive, 
every convert may be counted up- 
on as a staunch and unflagging 
propagandist for Holy Mother 
Church. It is as if they hope, by 
convincing others, to justify to 
themselves their own fatal de- 
cision. 

« 


As reliable as the converts, 
from the hierarchy’s viewpoint, 
are the “practical Catholics,” a 
name given the most rabid and 
fanatical element of the laity, 
those who observe the church’s 
laws to the letter and make a 
career of being Roman Catholics. 
Their ignorance and gullibility 
are only exceeded by their vin- 
dictiveness and intolerance. These 
are the Catholics after the hier- 
archy’s own heart, the ones on 
whom it wishes all Catholics 
would model themselves. These 
are the real, the true, the typical 
Catholics. The clergy can always 
count on using them to “throw a 
scare” into the non-Catholic 
world. 

They can be relied upon as 
Christophers and Catholic Ac- 
tionists to bully book-stores into 
removing books critical of Ro- 
man Catholic policy from win- 
dows or even shelves. They will 
harass merchants, on threat of 
boycott, into displaying the 
“Mary-like” female garments ap- 
proved by the Roman Catholic 
clergy. They will coerce non- 
Catholic businessmen into con- 
tributing to Catholic “charities” 
(actually, the Catholic political 
war-chest). They will try to in- 
timidate Government officials into 
rash action by praying in the 
streets or by using the threat of 
the “‘Catholic vote.” 

These “practical Catholics” are 
the Coughlinites and the Chris- 
tian Fronters. They comprised 
perhaps 80% of the support of 
that favorite of the hierarchy, the 
late Senator McCarthy. (It will 
be recalled that Bishop Bernard 
Sheil, the lone maverick among 
the Catholic hierarchy to de- 
nounce McCarthy, was promptly 
punished by Spellman with rele- 
gation to oblivion.) 
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But it is not to be supposed that 
all Roman Catholics are of this 
stamp. Of about equal size is a 
contingent considerably less satis- 
factory to the clergy. These are 
the “nominal Catholics,’ people 
who are Catholics simply because 
they were born that way. They 
follow the laws of their church 
only insofar as it suits their con- 
venience to do so. They are not 
critical of the church, but neither 
are they devoted to it. They often 
send their children to public 
school, practice birth-control, di- 
vorce and remarry (unless they 
can afford to buy an annulment) 
—all this while still attending 
Sunday mass, when convenient. 

Some of them eventually drift 
out of the church. Yet the major- 
ity will generally follow the party 
line through habit if not through 
conviction, voting automatically 
for Roman Catholic candidates 
and even for anti-birth-control 
and anti-divorce legislation. 

Nevertheless their unpredict- 
ability is a source of justified con- 
cern to the hierarchy. The secur- 
ity of a totalitarian structure 
depends upon 100% reliability. 
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Next we come to the cream of 
the Roman Catholic fold, the men 
of integrity who try to reconcile 
church with conscience as long as 
there is any possibility of stretch- 
ing the elastic of compromise. 
These are the church’s real liber- 
als, in contrast to the pseudo- 
liberals whom the hierarchy uses 
as window-dressing to mislead the 
unwary. When the true liberal 
finally finds himself confronted 
by an inescapable choice between 
church and conscience, he does 
not hesitate. He walks out of 
the church. 

He is doing so in ever-increas- 
ing numbers. He is the perennial 
headache of the Catholic hier- 
archy, not merely because he 
leaves the church but because he 
does so with complete and articu- 
late awareness of its true char- 
acter—that of a political racket 
prostituting the sacred name of 
religion. 

This leaves the last segment of 
the Roman Church’s adherents, a 
bulk amounting to perhaps one- 
third of the membership, men and 
women who, by any standards, 


are good, honest, self-respecting 
people. They are undoubtedly a 
little on the naive side, but they 
are good neighbors to their Prot- 
estant fellow-citizens and are the 
kind of people for whose sake 
Protestants sometimes warmly re- 
sent imputations against the Ro- 
man Catholic Church. 

Although they themselves are 
strict in observance, unlike the 
“practical Catholics” they have 
honorable and decent instincts 
and their potential is all for good. 
If they knew the true purposes, 
motives, and character of their 
church’s leadership they would 
leave in disgust, as much shocked 
at the revelation as at the cold- 
blooded betrayal of their deep and 
unquestioning faith. 

In the meantime they lead 
blameless lives, not looking far 
beyond the round of their daily 
duties. This is, perhaps, their in- 
surance against disenchantment. 
Yet, insulated though they are by 
their own trustful integrity, that 
very honesty cannot fail to bring 
them face to face at times with 
certain troubling doubts, certain 
moral discrepancies which cannot 
be ignored. They can for a time 
brush these aside, in the inter- 
ests of pure faith, as ir.volving 
ethical principles beyond their 
comprehension. But the time must 
inevitably come when some re- 
vealing incident, or an accumu- 
lation of such, forces the issue. 

It is the “moment of truth’— 
the moment which arises in every 
life when an irrevocable decision 
must be made, upon which hangs 
the soul’s salvation. Will the 
“good Catholic” follow his con- 
science, even though it lead to 
serious questioning of the church 
and its leadership? Or will he 
stifle it through spiritual coward- 
ice, pretending to accept wrong 
as right? 

Once the moment is past the 
choice is sealed. Since life is dy- 
namic, not static, he will move on 
in any event. Either he will ad- 
vance into spiritual growth and 
development which, as surely as 
dawn follows dark, must lead him 
out of the church; or he will slide 
down into the miasma of “practi- 
cal Catholicity”’ where, with con- 
science deadened and moral sense 

(Continued on page 29) 





The Religious Problem 
of French Canada 
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Honorable President, 
Reverend Father, 
Gentlemen, 


First of all I have to present 
my congratulations to the govern- 
ment of the Province of Quebec 
for having established such a 
Royal Commission of Investiga- 
tion on our constitutional prob- 
lems and put at its head such out- 
standing men. 

I address you without affecta- 
tion, just as I am, in a matter so 
delicate that it cannot be han- 
dled by a public body. However, I 
must sincerely admit that this 
same problem can be the greatest 
cause of constitutional conflict 
and anarchy for Canada, though 
it is what we consider highly re- 
spectable: the religious problem 
in our country. 

To understand it with impar- 
tiality I have thought it proper 
to go into certain details and 
make mention of certain facts, 
trying to hurt no one and name 
no one institute in particular. I 
don’t want to attack either the 
Church (if there are some theo- 
logical errors in this memoran- 
dum, I submit myself beforehand 
to its judgment and I shall con- 
form to its rules) or anyone else. 
I want, however, to try to be 
realistic. I perform the whole 
business as a good Christian who 
believes in God and in the suprem- 
acy of the spiritual over the ma- 
terial, and who is proud to belong 
to the Roman, Catholic and Apos- 
tolic Church. 

Fifteen years ago, J. M. Mar- 
cotte, brave Christian, sincere pa- 
triot, published a tract entitled 
“Osons” (Dare) which I put into 
the hands of your Honorable 
Commission, because I truly think 
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that this booklet contains the ba- 
sis of the economic life of French 
Canada. I quote a few lines from 
this book: 

“Good Catholic,” he said, ‘I am 
to be concerned about the soul of 
the Eskimo, the Chinese; good 
Catholic, I’ll pity the atheism of 
thousands of old Canadians lost 
in the Anglo-Canadian or Amer- 
ican milieu. But good Catholic, 
moreover, I know that very often 
the religious crises begin with 
matters of money ... Our reli- 
gious state socialism still holds its 
moral credit, but for how much 
time?” (P. 20) 

I hand you also an article writ- 
ten by M. Gerard Filion in Le 
Devoir on June 138, 1951. You will 
likewise allow me to quote a few 
lines from Andre Laurendeau (Le 
Devoir, June 12, 1951) : “Shall we 
repeat here those errors which in 
Europe cost the church the work- 
ing-classes? Do we deliberately 
want to remain one or two gen- 
erations behind in regard to cur- 
rent events?” 

Foliets quotes this word of the 
Communist report to Canon Des- 
granges: “What we reproach you 
with is not your encyclicals but 
the slight esteem that you have 
for them”... “The communist,” 
says Canon Leclercq, “will keep 
his virus as long as the mass of 
Christians are spiritual in theory 
and materialistic in practice.” 


I SHALL GROUND my re- 
marks on the principles of Leo 
XIII (Saepe Numero, August 18, 
1883): “The first law of history 
is not to lie and the second is not 
to be afraid of telling the truth.” 
For his part Pope Pius XI pro- 
claimed to the students of the 
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French Seminary in Rome on 
March 25, 1927, “that we must 
never let slip an opportunity, no 
matter how painful it may be, of 
telling the truth, because it is al- 
ways the truth that saves.” 

I say these things only with 
the aim of easing some miseries 
and preventing a _ catastrophe. 
These things are manifest every- 
where, but few people wish to 
face them, and it is difficult to 
carry them to high quarters. “‘To 
say nothing of the truth,” said 
Thiers, “‘is to conceal the evil, and 
not cut it off.”’ We have to live as 
good Christians with the view 
that God has created man so that 
he may grow in a moral, not an 
animal, atmosphere. 


Orr RELIGIOUS PROBLEM 
dates from the discovery of Can- 
ada. The countries of the New 
World were then determined, 
after 1498, by Pope Alexander 
VI. When Canada was in ques- 
tion, Francis I had proclaimed: 
“T would like to see the last will 
of our grandfather Adam.” This 
statement allowed Jacques Car- 
tier to come and set up a cross 
here and introduce the French 
Christian civilization which we 
want to safeguard. 

But with regard to our consti- 
tutional problems this religious 
problem dates from the Treaty of 
Paris, February 10, 1763, when 
France definitely surrendered 
Canada to England. The new con- 
queror recognized the liberty of 
the Roman Catholic religion, ‘“‘in- 
sofar as the laws of Great Britain 
allow it.” After this treaty the 
Jesuits and the Recollets were 
forbidden to recruit. Can the new 
rulers be indicted for having be- 
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“to the Royal Commission of Investigation on Constitutional Prob- 
lems” prepared by Leonard-Donat Julien. Though presented five years 
ago, on March 10, 1954, before the Tremblay Commission, it is never- 


theless timely because it deals with the perennial aspects of the finan- 
cial and juridical problems of the Roman Catholic Church in French 
Canada, particularly in relation to the constitutional stability of the 
country as a whole. M. Julien, it should be remembered, is himself 


a Roman Catholic, speaking with authority about his own church. 
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haved themselves in that way? I 
don’t think so; for a Royal Edict 
in France in 1764 abolished the 
Jesuits, and on July 3, 1775, Pope 
Clement XIV _ abolished them 
within the Church. 

Historians tell us in what con- 
dition of wealth and loose doc- 
trines and habits the communities 
and the high clergy in France 
were living at that time — a fes- 
tering abscess which was to result 
in the French Revolution of 1789. 
The evil was obvious; but no one 
had courage to apply the whole- 
some corrective. Nothing remains 
but to wonder, by the way things 
are going, if in a few decades 
some high personages will have 
enough time to say what Cardinal 
de Bernis wrote in 1785: “I am 
old, and I would like to finish my 
life without witnessing the revo- 
lution which threatens the clergy 
and religion.” 

This fact helps us to under- 
stand the order from London to 
dissolve the Jesuits who by then 
no longer existed in France or in 
the Church. Again, by the order 
of the governor, the Recollets 
were dissolved after having burnt 
out their church, on September 6, 
1796. Bishop Hubert secularized 
them on September 14 of the 
same year. A fact to be noted is 
that most of these Recollets had 
come in community illegally and 
against the orders of the new 
rulers. 

Here was closed the first page 
of the history of the religious 
communities of men in this coun- 
try. It was with great prudence 
that they were allowed to come 
back... 


he MY LETTER to the civil 
and religious authorities dated 
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February 24, 1951, I quoted the 
text of an eminent ecclesiastical 
personality who was none other 
than Mgr. Antoniutti, the Apos- 
tolic Delegate. He had said at the 
St. Paul Senior Seminary in Ot- 
tawa that “the infallible marks 
of a religious revolution which is 
to appear in French Canada come 
from the great number of dispen- 
sations that Rome is obliged to 
give.” Such a warning must be an 
alarm signal. If the security of 
the State is in danger, it is incum- 
bent upon our government to pro- 
tect us. 


Let us state clearly the prob- 
lem: Why are so many dispensa- 
tions granted? In what manner 
are those former religious reha- 
bilitated ? 


There are two reasons which 
compelled those thousands of men 
and women to walk out of the 
communities. First, the recruit- 
ment is not judicious, and second, 
the subjects are materialized. 


We are in the heart of the 
twentieth century, and yet the 
methods of recruitment are the 
same as those used in the Middle 
Ages. At that time a father de- 
voted his ten-year-old child to a 
monastery to fulfill his promise. 
If later this child tried to walk 
out, he was imprisoned. The same 
thing happens in our time. A 
teaching-brother begins his train- 
ing at the age of ten. In some 
monasteries monks are received 
while still infants. Lay brothers 
are received at the age of fifteen, 
even fourteen. These boys who 
know nothing of life can no longer 
choose their career; they are 
trained to follow only one way. 
They sacrifice everything to love 
without knowing anything of love. 


"Pee COMMUNITIES even 
see to it that such young men con- 
sider everything beyond the limits 
of the community as corruption. 
From the time of the admission of 
a child to the community, the pos- 
sibility of his walking out in a few 
years is not even considered. Gen- 
erally speaking he will not com- 
prehend what a true moral prob- 
lem is until he is about seventeen 
years of age. While a non-reli- 
gious young man is trained up in 
order to face life, this monk, little 
by little, gives up his personality. 
He is formed to be deformed. His 
will is taken from him and yielded 
to his superiors. 

There are regulations that pro- 
tect stakes and trees; but there is 
none yet, according to the civil 
law, to protect this young plant 
which sometimes is thrown into 
the lion’s den. 

He will work, and he will suffer 
pain, for since his childhood he 
will have been chloroformed by a 
strange air. He will understand 
too late that a lack of oxygen has 
smothered him from his youth 
and that he is bound forever, be- 
fore God and men. He will begin 
to feel he is nothing more than a 
productive machine. Alas, he 
learns too late that men are fre- 
quently maintained in the reli- 
gious life not specifically for their 
personal spiritual improvement 
but for the performance of some 
pious works, which are continu- 
ously increasing. The spirituality 
of the individual becomes a mat- 
ter of concern only when the 
number of desertions increases. 


Here is what Father Theodore 
Laboure, Superior General, wrote 
in an official canonic act: 

“The first injustice comes from 
some local Superiors who, with 
the best intentions in the world 
and under pretence of cogent ne- 
cessity, give so much work to our 
Brothers that these men have 
never enough time to recover 
their breath ... Their forces are 
worn out too quickly ; their health 
is impaired; and above all their 
moral faculties feel the effects of 
this uninterrupted overworking. 
They lose their liking for spiri- 
tual exercises and think only of 
material work. Their life becomes 
enervated and our Brothers are in 
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danger of embracing gradually 
the mentality and the attitude of 
the ordinary standard of living of 
the workers to the level of which 
they are lowered.” 


Wan SOME VERY RARE ex- 
ceptions no vocation to the reli- 
gious life can withstand this trial. 
“I saw thirty-one or thirty-two 
young Brothers enter our novi- 
tiate,” said an old priest, “but 
only one of them still persists in 
his vocation.” 

For his own part Father An- 
thime Desnoyers, Vicar General, 
wrote in another official report: 

“So the provincial Bursar and 
the local Bursars have now at 
their disposal an abundance of 
man power which saves thou- 
sands of piastres formerly wasted 
in salaries to aliens...” 

Such quotations make us cog- 
nizant of the causes of so many 
desertions. If someone recognizes 
that he has made a mistake con- 
cerning his vocation and if he is 
already bound by perpetual or 
solemn vows, alas, his walking 
out is considered by his superiors 
a passport to hell. To be liberated 
from such duties is not an easy 
thing, believe me. One day a 
Brother, tired with this kind of 
life, made up his mind to leave 
the monastery. His superiors put 
the provincial police after him, 
and he was obliged to come back, 
unwillingly, a few days later. 

To tie somebody by force can 
lead to many deadly results. Such 
is the case of the nun, who, re- 
turning from the mission fields in 
the North, asked to leave her 
community and was not allowed 
to do so. Discouraged, she stran- 
gled herself with her towel while 
taking her bath. 


In OUR TWENTIETH cen- 
tury, life is no longer what it was 
three hundred years ago. A peti- 
tion has to be addressed to Rome 
in order for anyone who has made 
solemn vows of chastity in a reli- 
gious order to be liberated from 
his vows- when he goes out of a 
monastery to a secular life, his 
life being modified and his vows 
being therefore impracticable. 

I would mention certain facts, 
frequent enough in our communi- 
ties, regarding religious teachers 
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to whom our youth are entrusted. 
I refer to certain sexual irregu- 
larities with children. I know that 
the great majority of religious 
are good educators and models of 
religion: yet this problem does 
exist. 

Those who still remain in the 
communities are not always of 
the best calibre. Many who have 
kept a clear conscience walk out 
before it becomes besmirched. 
There is a surprising fact that 
has to be noted. Let a stable posi- 
tion be guaranteed to our reli- 
gious men or women, and at once 
more than half of our religious 
institutions would be emptied. 

Spiritual life is a good thing 
in itself, but we sometimes forget 
that a soul lives in a human body 
which sometimes needs relaxation 
in order to develop normally. 


H: WHO PREPARES himself 
to change, after having lived in a 
community, cannot know what 
trouble he has to face in the world 
because he has never known a 
better life and has never been able 
to choose between two different 
ways. He has been shaped and ad- 
justed to live only in a religious 
community. 

It is said that the vows of reli- 
gion are free. Perhaps so, for 
those who pronounce them at 
twenty-one, but in my opinion not 
for those men or women who 
make them at seventeen. With re- 
gard to the lay brother or the sis- 
ter of charity, they often are kept 
in complete ignorance precisely so 
that they can be exploited. It is 
too late when they become aware 
of their ill treatment. They also 
realize that very often their reli- 
gious advisers are blasé people 
who know nothing of life and its 
problems, and who have but one 
aim, to manufacture solitary 
saints, for beside this all is vanity 
and deceit. The aspirants to reli- 
gious life enter the community by 
the great doors. They leave by the 
small one, after having sacrificed 
all the joys of their youth, the 
best of themselves and sometimes 
their health. They have as a re- 
ward nothing but scorn and in- 
gratitude. 


a A PERSON is helpless 
on his way out, with no adviser, 


no preparation to avoid dangers, 
often with no formal knowledge, 
no money, and in most cases with 
a nervous system that is depleted. 
It will take four or five years be- 
fore he can recover his forces so 
that he can be a normal man, as 
much in his natural constitution 
as in his moral faculties. Like 
many before him, he may never 
succeed in becoming readjusted. 
If he is without a profession, he 
is obliged to earn his living in the 
most painful labors—at least the 
most uncertain and least remun- 
erative ones. Frequently he is cast 
out by his parents, deprived of 
his goods. Where, then is his fu- 
ture? 

The religious community has 
ended its responsibilities toward 
him. The bishop puts him under 
civil jurisdiction. The State does 
not want to meddle with religious 
problems, for this ground is very 
slippery. If this subject has some 
trouble as a result of his going 
out after his perpetual vows, the 
question will inevitably arise: 
“Why did you leave?” 

No court, however, has judged 
this person in order to know the 
sheer truth about these events, to 
decide who is wrong or who is 
right. For, whatever the cause of 
departure, the most elementary 
justice demands some necessary 
conditions for a normal life. Ani- 
mals are protected: why not the 
former religious who are men 
like other human beings? 


-™ US TAKE a glimpse 
around us. We frequently hear 
this statement: “If a revolution 
breaks out in Montreal there are 
many religious communities which 
will be blown up.” When discus- 
sion begins on a religious prob- 
lem, either between professional 
men or between men of the street, 
only one phrase bursts out spon- 
taneously: “Religion is a racket.” 
From the workers particularly 
the words are unbelievable when 
our hospitals are in question. 
Such an upheaval in the minds 
will not fail to bring about a cor- 
responding one in the facts. 

No one can deny that our re- 
ligious_ institutions are very 
wealthy. The people admire non- 

(Continued on page 17) 
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A Converted Catholic. SPEAKS 


Married a Catholic 


This tragic story, originally written as a letter by a Christian in 


California to a young girl contemplating marriage to a Roman 


Catholic, is only one of many that have come to our attention through 


the years. It is published instead of a testimony of conversion in the 


hope that it may serve to prevent more such heartbreak on the 


fragile altar of interfaith love and marriage. 


M UTUAL FRIENDS have asked 
me to write you concerning your 
approaching marriage to a Cath- 
olic. I myself married a Catholic, 
so I can tell you firsthand what 
it involves. 

I, too, was raised in a Protes- 
tant church. It was an accepted 
fact that we attend church twice 
on Sunday, once on Wednesday 
night for prayer meeting, and 
often a church “sing’’ on Sunday 
afternoon. Through the years I 
have heard many of the best- 
known preachers. Bible discus- 
sions were always freely held in 
my parents’ home and Christian 
publications were in abundance 
for us to read. 

It was therefore quite a shock 
to my parents to learn I was dat- 
ing a Catholic boy. They told me 
their feelings about marrying cut 
of the church. However, they real- 
ized it was my decision to make 
and left it up to me to work out 
my answer. 

I sorely needed advice, for I 
was deeply confused. I hoped our 
minister might have a talk with 
me, for his sister was married to 
a Catholic. But since I was quite 
reticent, I didn’t approach him 
with my questions. In search of 
answers I read many books, but 
none contained the knowledge 
that I needed. Then I obtained a 
job in the same city as this young 
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man in order to be near him, hop- 
ing this situation could be worked 
out. 


Face the Facts 


There was never any question 
that we deeply loved each other, 
then or now. We had a wonderful 
courtship—enjoying concerts, 
dinners at places with atmos- 
phere, and scenic drives. We en- 
joyed with few exceptions the 
same things, and hours were spent 
in conversation on endless sub- 
jects—except religion. Neither of 
us faced the facts. This boy had 
been raised by Catholic parents, 
attended Catholic schools, knew 
why and what he believed, and 
lived up to Catholic beliefs. 

We had already started the nec- 
essary procedure in order to be 
married by a priest when I made 
an attempt to talk with a minis- 
ter. Inside I was sick with want- 
ing this person so much. I wanted 
to be his wife, have his children. 
But was I doing what was right 
before God? Then it seemed if 
only we could get married all 
would be well. (Instead marriage 
has only intensified the feelings 
of conflict I had then.) 


Antenuptial Agreement 


I know you must be very much 
in love to consider marrying a 
boy of the Catholic religion, but 


would you like to know how my 
marriage has worked out? At 
first we attended our own church, 
sometimes accompanying one an- 
other. Before I continue this let- 
ter I’d like to quote the ante- 
nuptial agreement: 


“I, the undersigned, not a mem- 
ber of the Catholic church, wish- 
ing to contract marriage with 
John Doe, a member of the Cath- 
olic church, propose to do so with 
the understanding that the mar- 
riage bond thus contracted is in- 
dissoluble, except by death. I 
promise on my word of honor 
that I will not in any way hinder 
or obstruct the said John Doe in 
the exercise of his religion, and 
that all the children of either sex, 
born of our marriage, shall be 
baptized and educated in the 
Catholic faith and according to 
the teachings of the Catholic 
church, even though the said John 
Doe should be taken by death. I 
further promise I will marry John 
Doe only according to the mar- 
riage rites of the Catholic church 
and that I will not, either before 
or after the Catholic ceremony, 
present myself before a Civil 
Magistrate or Minister of the 
Gospel.” 

The Catholic attitude toward 
this is that inasmuch as the Cath- 
olic is convinced that his religion 
alone is the true one, while the 
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average non-Catholic usually be- 
lieves in the principle that one 
religion is as good as another, the 
non-Catholic does not sacrifice a 
religious principle. The fact that 
non-Catholics sign these promises 
so readily proves that their faith 
is not very strong. 


Infant Baptism 


What a wonderful, glorious ex- 
perience to have a baby! But my 
joy was short-lived. 

Do you know what is said and 
done in a “christening”? In in- 
fant baptism, after questioning 
the sponsors, the priest breathes 
upon the baby’s face, saying, “De- 
part from him, thou unclean 
spirit, and give place to the Holy 
Ghost, the Paraclete.” Then he 
makes the sign of the cross upon 
the baby’s head and _ breast. 
Blessed salt is put into the child’s 
mouth. The priest again bids the 
unclean spirit come out of the 
child, repeating the sign of the 
cross. 

Continuing, he lays a hand up- 
on the child’s head and holding 
his hand extended prays again. 
The Apostles’ Creed and the 
Lord’s prayer are repeated. Again 
the priest bids the unclean spirit 
begone. Then taking a little saliva 
on his thumb, he touches the ears 
and nostrils of the baby. The baby 
is questioned, with sponsors an- 
swering the questions. The baby 
is anointed with oil on breast and 
shoulders. Then, with sponsors 
again answering questions, the 
priest pours water three times on 
the baby’s head saying, “I baptize 
thee in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.”” The baby is anointed on 
the head, the sponsors are given a 
candle, and then all are dismissed. 
By that time the baby is half un- 
dressed, and is crying either from 
the salt put in his mouth or the 
water poured on his head. 

I’ve witnessed this scene sev- 
eral times. The agony I suffered 
at my baby’s baptism was almost 
unbearable. I wanted to snatch 
my baby and run out of the 
church when they said my baby 
was “unclean.” What a mockery 
of baptism! 

Slowly things started to change 
between my husband and myself. 
Without realizing it, we started a 
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vicious circle—he drinking, and I 
nagging. By this time, we had 
three small children. Where was 
the love that was going to work 
out all things? We both wanted 
the children to attend church with 
us. But there is no room for love 
if one is filled with hate, for as 
misery increases, happiness de- 
creases. Fortunately, we both 
realized what we were doing to 
ourselves and our children, but 
unfortunately not before doing 
much emotional harm to our chil- 
dren (the results of which are 
still obvious). 


Catholic Schools 


My husband before marriage 
promised me our children would 
attend public school. They attend 
parochial schools! Catholic teach- 
ing is included in all subjects. 
Church attendance at a specified 
Mass is required on Sundays. 
They are told what to wear, what 
to do, what to think. Now my eld- 
est is preparing for his first holy 
communion. Sometimes I feel as 
if I cannot possibly see him do it. 
This is copied from his paper 
which he has to memorize. 

“Form for Confession. Sign of 
the Cross, Bless me, Father, for I 
have sinned. I am seven years old. 
These are my sins (name and 
number of sins). For these and 
all my sins I beg pardon of God 
and penance and absolution from 
you, Father (the priest). (Listen 
to what Father will say and to the 
penance he gives. After Father 
speaks say act of contrition.) Be- 


fore leaving say, “Thank you, 
Father.’ ”’ 
Recently while helping the 


children with their lessons, I no- 
ticed that one lesson included 
these words, “Honor thy Father 
and thy Mother.” For the first 
time it struck me that I had not 
honored my parents with respect 
to their wishes. I knew then and 
now all they wanted was my 
happiness. 

In the circumstances under 
which I live, I can never be com- 
pletely happy. My husband thinks 
church once on Sunday sufficient. 
He has no interest in discussing 
religion. He was taught to accept 
the church as authority in all 
matters. We do not even pray 
alike. 


Religion Colors Everything 


With the exception of our re- 
ligious difference, which colors 
everything (even what you serve 
for dinner), I could ask for noth- 
ing more in a husband. He is 
kind, considerate, helpful with 
the children, happiest when with 
the children and me. He has taken 
care of me when I was sick. He 
has done whatever was _ neces- 
sary, sometimes having to do all 
the work in the home, including 
care of the children. He has quite 
a happy disposition, and we have 
lots of good times together. 

But when Sunday comes, and I 
sit alone in church and see chil- 
dren a little older than my own 
being baptized as the Scriptures 
teach—well. Do you know what 
my children want to be when they 
grow up? The girl, a sister (nun), 
and the boys, priests! 

Yes, we have each other, but I 
can never give my husband al] I’d 
like to be able to give. A man 
needs a wife who can back him up 
in all things important to him. 
He would like me by his side at 
church, kneeling together, saying 
the same prayers. We disagree 
about money given to church. 
Why should I like our money 
donated to build Roman Catholic 
churches, convents and schools? 
How do you think my husband 
would feel about my contributing 
to help our missionaries in Ger- 
many, Japan, and especially Italy ? 


Another Case 


A neighbor lady who married 
a Catholic thought she would 
remedy the situation by joining 
the Catholic church, but she is of 
all people most miserable. Al- 
though she did not have the good 
church training you and I have 
had, she at least knows enough 
about the Bible to know that 
much of their teaching is wrong 
and not according to Scripture, 
and she lives in constant conflict. 

So many irritations and ten- 
sions come between my husband 
and me day by day that we’ve 
had little inclination for friends. 
I am becoming quite sensitive to 
everything my husband’s friends 
say to me or about me. My hus- 
band does not enjoy the things 
my Christian friends do, and my 
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friends are unsure of their wel- 
come in my home. No, we didn’t 
intend our life to be this way; it 
just happened, but it seems to be 
a nightmare from which we will 
never awaken! 

This has been an extremely 
hard letter to write, for I have 
had to face many difficult things 
that now are past. It would be 
comforting if I could blame some- 
one else for having permitted me 
to make a marriage with so many 
obstacles to happiness, but I know 
it was by my own willful doing. I 
failed to meet the responsibility 
that is irrevocably attached to the 
formation and maintenance of a 
Christian home. How could I 
properly train my children in the 
nurture and admonition of the 
Lord? 


Make the Right Decision 


Yours is one of the most diffi- 
cult decisions any girl can make. 
I know. May God in His divine 
wisdom guide you to make the 
right one. One may marry for 
love, but marriage is composed of 
everyday living, for us full of con- 
stant aggravations caused by our 
religious differences. We have be- 
gun to feel this obstacle is almost 
insurmountable. 

Not long ago I almost lost my 
little boy. He spent hours in an 
oxygen tent fighting for his very 
existence. He is now up and play- 
ing, but day and night I watch- 
fully care for him. Can you see 
that if his physical well-being 
means so much to me his spiritual 
welfare is vastly more important? 

And so, if your parents’ ideas 
seem contrary to your own, re- 
member it is because they love 
you so very, very much. They 
have reared you, fed you, clothed 
you, taken care of you when you 
were sick, and tried to teach you 
what is right since you were 
born. Isn’t it natural they are 
deeply concerned now? 


What Does God Think? 


Actually what has troubled me 
more than anything else is this: 
what does God think? God is a 
jealous God. I have read in the 
Old Testament what happened to 
those who intermarried with the 
other faiths. Are you aware that 
many of the objects in the Cath- 
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olic church, and many rituals 
such as their ‘““Ember Days,” are 
derived from pagan customs? I’ve 
heard strange things in Catholic 
churches—laughter of the whole 
congregation because some people 
today still believe in immersion as 
the only form of baptism; glory- 
ing that each mass is again an 
unbloody crucifixion of Jesus 
Christ; the boasting of a priest 
who said quite vehemently that 
he could spit on the people who 
didn’t believe on Mary as the 
Mother of God. 

Dear friend, it is a high price 
to pay for love. I urge you to stop 
and count the cost. Don’t sell 
your children’s birthright as I 
did. 

I trust that in some measure 
this letter is helpful to you in 
determining what your own duty 
is to God and yourself. It has not 
been my intention to tell you what 
to do, only to show you what 
interfaith marriage is like. It is 
not only what you do to yourself, 
but what you do to the one you 
love that makes such a marriage 
doubly tragic! 


Religious Problem 
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theless the individual self-sacrifice 
of some religious men or women 
who very often look like puppets 
wielded by financial interests. 

A community that has at its 
disposal three hundred lay broth- 
ers has an income of at least five 
hundred dollars yielded yearly by 
each of these brothers. This kind 
of industry bears at least $150,- 
000 every year. What a good in- 
dustry to maintain and develop! 
The same is also true of the com- 
munities devoted to the teaching 
profession or to hospitals. 

It is said, in a play on words, 
that the religious make the vows 
of poverty, not of economy, Dur- 
ing the last war they engaged in 
considerable reconstruction with- 
out any license from the federal 
authorities, knowing that such li- 
cense would probably not have 
been granted. Such actions are a 
source of direct disagreement with 
the central government. Little 
wonder it is said: ‘Where money 
is involved all rules vanish.” 


‘Wien FINANCIAL inter- 
ests are concerned the church is 
without mercy and does not flinch 
before anything. Canon law for- 
bids the church to do business; 
but what is called business? 
Bingo, games of chance, and all 
gambling are prohibited by the 
Penal Code. The religious com- 
munities should be the model of 
respect for civil laws, particularly 
when these laws are grounded on 
moral theology. On the contrary, 
our religious institutions in many 
cases are an obstacle to the eco- 


nomic rise of our fellow country- 
men. 


Our religious communities have 
established a monopoly in the field 
of bookseller industries, and many 
ancient French-Canadian book- 
sellers have been obliged to close 
their doors because of this compe- 
tition. They have also established 
a powerful business in the print- 
ing industry. Whoever knows 
where to apply can buy anything 
through their agency, even to 
agricultural implements. 


Now let us glimpse the finan- 
cial problem of our missionary 
countries. Every church mission 
has to yield some income to its 
mother houses. The following in- 
stance, though a little petty, is 
typical. A missionary to the In- 
dians of the Haut Saint-Maurice 
produced every year, from those 
Savage countries, more than 
$5,000 for his provincial superior. 
In addition every year several 
truckloads of clothes and food, 
gratuitous gifts of our Catholics 
to the Indians of the West rail- 
roaded at ridiculous fares, are 
sold at full price to the savages. 

Our religious communities tax 
charity for their own benefit. If 
they make a collection of $55,000, 
at least $5,000 will go to the ad- 
ministration of the institution be- 
fore disbursal. Much could also be 
said about the Retreat Houses and 
the collections which are made 
for charitable purposes. 


You will allow me to quote Le 
Petit Journal, in its editorial of 
January 17, 1954, entitled ““Rack- 
et,” about charity. It argues that 
in America the great majority of 
the receipts of collections are not 
employed according to their pur- 

(Continued on page 20) 
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WHAT MAKES A HOME 


Wonderful -? 


by the Rev. Arvid F. Carlson 


The week of May 3 to 10 has been designated as National Family 
Week by the National Sunday School Association. In an age when 
the family fireside has been virtually replaced by the automobile— 
often a de-chromed, up-ended, flame-curled “hot-rod”—and when 
family solidarity is constantly threatened by other conflicting loyalties, 
it is imperative that Christian parents re-evaluate the old-fashioned 


virtues of the family as a unit and rebuild its weakened defenses. 





“Through wisdom is an house 
builded; and by understanding it 
is established: and by knowledge 
shall the chambers be filled with 
all precious and pleasant riches.” 
(Prov. 24:3, 4. See also Psalms 
127 and 128, and Luke 2:51, 52.) 


icnnneun HAS well described 
a “home” as “a little corner of the 
very bosom of God, where faith- 
ful souls are held close to the in- 
finite Father-heart, and carried 
safely to the home above.” How 
important, then, is our task of 
making our homes the most 
wonderful places on earth. If, as 
Victor Hugo wrote, 


A house is built of logs and stone, 
Of tiles and posts and piers; 

A home is built of loving deeds 
That stands a thousand years, 


we have a God-given responsibili- 
ity to fashion our own homes ac- 
cording to the indestructible pat- 
tern of divine wisdom and love. 
We cannot afford to trifle with 
our task. 


Homes Do Not Just Happen 


Homes do not just happen. 
They are the result of perpetual 
thought, discipline, prayer, and 
action. They can be either a “bit 
of heaven” on earth or “hell” 
within four walls. Said one of my 
former Sunday-school pupils, who 
came from a broken home, “If my 


mother is in heaven, I do not 
want to go there.” 
We are told that there are 


“two inescapable things—mem- 
ories of home, and the love of 
God.” Tragic is that life whose 
memories of home are but haunt- 
ing shadows of bitter childhood 
experiences! On the other hand, 
even the most ungrateful child 
sometimes will feel urged to rise 
up and call his home blessed, if it 
provided him with fragrant remi- 
niscences of a happy homelife. 


Family Fellowship 


The question immediately be- 
fore us is, How can we make our 
homes wonderful? What factors 
will contribute to the creation of 
the place which we believe is 
‘“‘more than a house”? In answer- 
ing the question, we must first of 
all consider the matter of family 
fellowship. 

One of the saddest commen- 
taries of our time is the separate- 
ness and compartmentalization of 
family life, not to say anything 
of the same situation in society 
itself. Today’s families, although 
smaller, are less a unit than in 
the past. The craving for real 
family fellowship has _ largely 
ceased. Children seem to thrive 
2s well away from home as in 
the home. 

To some degree, the answer lies 
in the manifold diversions avail- 
able to the present-day family. 
The old-fashioned home was not 
in competition with every bit of 
claptrap out of the world. Life 
patterns were more simple. “The 
Cotter’s Saturday Night’ was no 
rarity, as seems to be the case 
today. 

Our sensate society dotes on in- 
creasing portions of sensational 
entertainment. Our homes have 
taken on a dull atmosphere in the 
minds of our children. Their 
thoughts are similar to those of 
the young lady who was ap- 
proached by a real estate agent 
regarding the purchase of a 
house. 

“Why should I need a home?” 
she asked. “I was born in a hos- 
pital; educated in a college; court- 
ed in an automobile; married in a 
church; I take my meals at a 
restaurant; spend my afternoons 
playing bridge and my evenings 
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at the movies. When I die, I will 
be buried by an undertaker. All I 
need is a garage.” 

There are many contributing 
factors to family fellowship, 
apart from the headship of Christ 
and the centrality of the family 
altar. A home that is called a 
Christian home is not necessarily 
a happy home. Indeed, some peo- 
ple may seem to qualify as good 
Christians, but not good parents. 
The first requisite to a wonderful 
home is, therefore, its atmos- 
phere. 

Homes are not created by a set 
of rules. They are not legislatures, 
courts, barracks, or dormitories. 
Rather, they are “incubators” of 
the highest ideals and the finest 
Christian virtues of which we are 
capable as parents and Chris- 
tians. When unforgiving atti- 
tudes, harsh words, and critical 
temperaments make way for un- 
solicited kindness, unconscious 
courtesies, and unbounded joy, 
the atmosphere in which Chris- 
tian graces flourish is definitely 
assured. Character craves a cli- 
mate, and we must provide only 
the best. 

Take, for example, the seem- 
ingly trivial matter of conversa- 
tion. Idle, unplanned, and selfish 
talk will detract from a home’s 
sweet atmosphere. The thoughts 
and problems of all members of 
the family should reflect and re- 
act upon each other. “Table talks” 
may linger as the happiest mem- 
ories of childhood. School activi- 
ties, achievements, and _ plans 
should enter into the thought- 
sharing of a loving family. 


Evenings At Home Important 


Another means to the enjoy- 
ment of family fellowship is to 
spend profitable evenings at home. 
Because of the scarcity of such a 
commodity, we are apt to smile at 
the suggestion. On the other hand, 
we should approach the problem 
in all sincerity and Christian 
seriousness. 

Today’s children know little of 
“‘firesides,” “songfests,” or recre- 
ation in the rumpus room. Living- 
rooms are waste space, and a 
luxury. The “den” is ever so much 
more appealing. It usually con- 
tains the family television set! 
And even if the family discovers 
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an evening free, it seldom enjoys 
its own fellowship because of a 
lack of planned activity. No won- 
der some church-children prefer 
the neighbor’s house to their own! 

Moreover, family fellowship 
can be cultivated along divergent 
cultural lines. Good music, 
whether “live” or recorded, should 
be abundantly provided. High 
quality reading material, ranging 
from school reference books to 
classical and Christian literature, 
should be found on the family 
library shelves. The proper use of 
the radio and the television set is 
a must. A worldly crowd, once 
scorned and frowned upon by 
Christian parents, now parades 
before eager eyes within the sanc- 


tuary of the home—with or with- 
out parental censorship! 

These communicating media 
are not necessarily evil. On the 
contrary, they can be instruments 
for great good. 

“Television,” says Dr. Carnell, 
“can become a medium for end- 
less increase of human happiness 
and security. This is our hope. 
But it may fall into the hands of 
those who will use it as a further 
means to exploit sinful potentiali- 
ties in man. This is our fear.” 

A final factor in the promotion 
of family fellowship is the utili- 
zation of leisure time. It has been 
axiomatically said that “‘the fam- 
ily which prays together stays 
together.”” Might not the word 
“plays” be substituted with con- 
siderable effect? When parents 
permit themselves to become so 
“old” in either body or spirit as 
to eliminate the family playtime, 
it is indeed high time to take 
inventory. As will be pointed out 
later, many parents have lost 
their sons and daughters through 
a lack of wholesome companion- 
ship. 


Family Loyalty 


Let us turn to a second major 
contribution to wonderful homes, 
namely, family loyalty. It is in- 
teresting to notice that the first 
institution created by divine love 
and power is the human family. 
Society and then the state follow 
each other in that order. It is also 
worth while to note that the 
threatened collapse of this ideal 
social unit is couched in Cain’s 
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caustic question: 
brother’s keeper?” 

When family loyalty vanishes 
and crass irresponsibility creeps 
in, the demise of the family is 
well-nigh accomplished. On the 
other hand, when family loyalty 
is developed along the lines of 
personnel, principles, and proj- 
ects, the home will unshakably 
stand the tests and tensions of 
modern temptations. When each 
member will be unflinchingly true 
and supremely loyal to every oth- 
er member, our homes will be 
“little heavens” and our fellow- 
ship sublime. Ideals and princi- 
ples must become the common 
property of all, as well as the 
responsibility of each individual 
member. 

Finally, the family should be 
totally together in its projects. 
The writer once heard of a moth- 
er who, at advanced age, took 
clarinet lessons in order to share 
her children’s interest in music. 
Hobbies and diversions may vary 
within the family framework, but 
certain unifying interests must 
be promoted if loyalty is to 
achieve perfection. 

Does not the Word condemn us 
when it says, “They made me 
keeper of the vineyards; but my 
own vineyard I have not kept.” 
(Song of Solomon 1:6) Again, 
“As your servant was busy here 
and there, he was gone.” (I Kings 
20:40) Many Christian parents 
have been so busy looking after 
someone else’s children, they have 
unknowingly lost their own. 

Dr. John Sutherland Bonnell 
relates a telling story in his book, 
Pastoral Psychology, concerning a 
ten-year-old boy whose father 
was a very popular and enterpris- 
ing young doctor. The father had 
no time for his family. The two 
younger sisters received the at- 
tention and affection of the moth- 
er, but the boy, for all practical 
purposes, became an orphan in 
his own home. He lost interest in 
his studies as well as in his fam- 
ily. He quarreled continually 
with his sisters. The distracted 
mother brought him to Dr. Bon- 
nell for counseling help. 

After several sessions, the boy 
was drawn out of his shell, reveal- 
ing his utter loneliness and crav- 
ing for love. The parents, quickly 
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apprised of the situation, took 
the boy into their heart and lav- 
ished their attention and affection 
upon him. As a result, the lad was 
rescued from awful consequences, 
and the home was saved from an 
inevitable tragedy. 

How often children are taken 
for granted! How often it is as- 
sumed they are already adults! 
How quickly they gather the im- 
pression they are not wanted or 
needed! How many homes have 
suffered disintegration due to a 
lack of family loyalty or interest! 
Christian families should, by all 
means, find unified outlets of serv- 
ice and worship. Vocal and in- 
strumental combinations should 
be pressed into practice and ac- 
tion. The total genius of the fam- 
ily should be developed to the 
fullest possible extent. 


Family Responsibility 


In order completely to portray 
a “home wonderful,’ something 
must be said regarding family 
responsibilities. The relationship 
between the husband and the wife 
and the relationship of both to 
the children are exceedingly 
important. 

Home where anarchy prevails 
can never be wonderful. A sense 
of responsibility toward each oth- 
er must prevail. Parents are to be 
examples. We owe our children 
more than money—we owe them 
the finest manhood and woman- 
hood in our redeemed nature. 

This then is our task, to make 
our homes so wonderful that a 
coming generation will treasure 
the inheritance of a happy, whole- 
some home life, filled with the 
sunshine of God’s love. 
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pose. “In the Bronx, six nuns and 
their bishop, with clothes hired 
from a costumer, were jailed be- 
cause they were going from door 
to door to get money for them- 
selves.” 


on PRACTICE which 
shocks many people is the ecclesi 
astical influence used in regard to 


changing wills and testaments for 
the benefit of some so-called char- 
itable institution. 

With regard to taxing of reli- 
gious institutions, the municipali- 
ties know quite well that they 
have the power to do so; but the 
performance is a difficult matter. 
Many municipalities know this 
only too well because of past ex- 
periences with the church, when 
they have met a power stronger 
than the State, which is a danger 
to the State itself... 

It would perhaps be interesting 
to say that the bookkeeping of 
some religious institutions pre- 
sents the best pattern of disguise 
in accounting that can exist. It 
was the Financial Post of To- 
ronto, I think, which two years 
ago recommended the financial 
stability of our religious com- 
munities as one of the best in- 
vestments in the Province of 
Quebec. 

One will ask, but what do the 
bishops think of these practices? 
If the religious community does 
not belong to his diocese, a bishop 
can do nothing. According to their 
own regulations our religious 
communities hold their power 
from foreign soil. With regard to 
finances they are protected by 
their civil charter, and the State 
does not dare to attempt to solve 
this enigma. Therefore these ec- 
clesiastical authorities sit in sole 
judgment upon themselves, and 
no one can do anything against 
them. 

As for our school commissions, 
no one has the courage to tell 
about their difficulties with the 
clergy. I could name the case of 
our town, where all teaching has 
been prohibited from the seventh 
grade for twenty-five years be- 
cause of a concession of $6,000 
yearly to the Seminary. Our civil 
authorities have not the liberty of 
granting such concessions. 

There would be too many 
things to say about Catholic Ac- 
tion, the Ambassador to the Vati- 
can, etc., etc. 

Far be it from me to discredit 
our religion. I believe, however, 
that it is of the most elementary 
logic to bring these facts to the 
knowledge of your honorable 
commission. 
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Colossal and Extraordinary 


I think Catholics should take a new 
look at American Protestantism for the 
purpose of trying to overcome some of 
our own apostolic deficiences. Ameri- 
can Catholicism is a highly efficient 
General Staff without an army; Ameri- 
can Protestantism is a very zealous 
army without a General Staff. One of 
the greatest miracles of the 20th cen- 
tury is that the Catholic Church is able 
to survive, and even to expand, with no 
help or precious little help from the 
laity. Although no Catholic layman in 
his right mind is asking for a vote in 
the management of Church affairs, 
nevertheless the wastage of lay man- 
power in the Church is so colossal 
and extraordinary that we have long 
since ceased to notice it. 

Catholic World, November, 1957 


Physical Education 


Allowing for minor variations based 
on local custom, it is proper to observe 
the following procedure [during the 
course of High Mass]: 


As celebrant enters sanctuary. — stand 
For prayers at foot of altar kneel 
At intonation of Gloria stand 


While celebrant sits sit 


As he returns to altar stand 
If no Gloria, after Kyrie Eleison, 

at Dominus Vobiscum stand 
During singing of prayers stand 


During Epistle sit 
For Gospel stand 
For Credo, until celebrant sits = stand 
While celebrant sits sit 


As he returns to altar stand 
If no Credo, after Dominus 

Vobiscum & Oremus sit 
At intonation of Preface stand 
At Sanctus kneel 
At least until closing 

of tabernacle door kneel 
At Dominus Vobiscum 

and during prayers stand 
After Ite Missa Est, or 

Benedicamus Domino, 

for blessing kneel 
For Last Gospel stand 
During exit from sanctuary stand 


The Sign, May 1958 


Protestants in 
Most Catholic Spain 


Prompted by the World Evangelical 
Fellowship, Protestants all over the 
world last week offered prayers for 
their brothers in Spain. And Spain’s 
30,000-odd Protestant worshipers gath- 
ered in private homes, or in buildings 
that may show no sign that they are 
churches, to make their devotions and 
give thanks for the prayers of their 
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in other lands. The Protes- 
tants of Spain, outnumbered by Roman 
Catholics 1,000 to 1, feel that they 
need all the prayers they can get. 


According to Article 6 of the Char- 
ter of Franco Spain, “no other external 
ceremonies or manifestations than 
those of the Catholic religion shall be 
permitted,” but “no one shall be mo- 
lested for his religious beliefs or in the 
private practice of his worship.” In 
practice, Protestants may not hold gov- 
ernment jobs, teach school, become of- 
ficers in the armed forces. In business 
offices and factories they are rarely 
promoted (if they are not actually de- 
moted when their beliefs become 
known). 

They may marry among themselves 
in civil ceremonies. A Catholic who 
wants to marry a Protestant must first 
get permission for a civil ceremony, 
and he can get this permission only by 
furnishing proof that he is no longer 
a practicing Catholic. The proof con- 
sists of a signed declaration submitted 
to a justice of the peace, but the local 
bishop can simply refuse to accept the 
declaration as valid, and the wedding 
is off. There have been some cases of 
priests who left the church and tried to 
marry Protestants (one notable exam- 
ple: the late, reactionary Cardinal 
Segura’s onetime private secretary, now 
an Anglican). These ex-priests never 
get permission for a civil ceremony, 
but Protestant pastors have worked out 
a Stopgap solution: a private Protestant 
ceremony performed before a notary 
public. This has no legal validity what- 
ever, only serves to put the ceremony 
on record. 


brethren 


Spain’s five Protestant denomina- 
tions (Baptists, Anglicans, Presby- 
terians, Pentecostals and Plymouth 


Brethren) are subjected to constant 
harassment. In the past five months the 
police have closed five of their churches 
on technicalities—two in Barcelona and 
one each in Malaga, Seville and Ma- 
drid. Three years ago the police closed 
the only Protestant theological semi- 
nary in Spain; candidates for the min- 
istry must now be trained by local 
pastors. 


Despite repeated appeals to Franco, 
Protestants in Spain operate solely 
on the document issued by Franco’s 
generals after the civil war, granting 
permission to reopen established Prot- 
estant churches. This means that there 
is no legal authorization for the estab- 
lishment of a new church, or even for 
an established church to move. A Bap- 
tist church in Barcelona was closed 
down last year when its congregation 
moved without permission from a 
building that was about to collapse. 
And in 1954, Madrid’s Second Baptist 
Church was closed because a new 
Catholic charity foundation across the 
street complained that the Protestant 
church was interfering with its work. 


But the Protestants are free to carry 
out their simple services unmolested. 
Pastors speak their minds from their 
pulpits without fear that there are 
police observers in the congregation. 
“Of course not,” quipped one non- 
churchgoing Spaniard last week. “The 
police are afraid to send observers into 
the Protestant churches. They might 
be converted.” 

Time, March 30, 1959 


** Ve Strain ata Gnat”’... 


In the case of a miscarriage within 
the first three months, should the fetus 
be baptized? Does an infant have a 
soul from the moment of conception? 


That the human, immortal soul is 
present from the moment of concep- 
tion is clearly indicated by the infallible 
definition of the Church as to Mary’s 
Immaculate Conception: “. . . In the 
first instant of her conception, 
(Mary) was preserved from all stain 
of original sin.” 

In accordance with Church Law, 
care should be taken that every fetus 
born prematurely, no matter at what 
stage of pregnancy, be baptized abso- 
lutely, if life be certain; if life be 
doubtful, then conditionally. (Canon 
747) Unless there be clear evidence 
that actual death has occurred, the 
fetus should be baptized. 


The Sign, April 1958 


21 








Po mee 


G4 


- 
« 


Sti 


Super-Highway Chapel 


This spring the first super-highway 
chapel in Germany will be opened at 
an intersection near Augsburg. Motor- 
ists can visit the chapel without leaving 
the highway and thus incurring an 
extra toll payment. 


Church and State Problems 
in Portugal 


The Roman Catholic Church is in- 
creasingly reluctant to stay silent on the 
fundamental problem of state subordi- 
nation of the individual in Portugal. 

In the words of a European ambas- 
sador who is a devout Roman Catholic, 
“The Church in Portugal is beginning 
to ‘reinsure to the Left.’ It is becoming 
more concerned with the masses.” 

The rift is developing over human 
rights between the Roman Catholic 
Church and the thirty-year-old dicta- 
torial regime of Premier Antonio de 
Oliveira Salazar. 


Civil vs. Canon Law 


Because the Florence Court of Ap- 
peals reversed the conviction of Roman 
Catholic Bishop Pietro Fiordelli of 
Prato, Italian Protestants have voiced 
sharp criticism. The bishop had been 
convicted by a lower court a year ago 
last March on charges of slandering a 
young Catholic-reared couple married 
in a civil ceremony by calling them 
“sinners living in public concubinage.” 
The Court of Appeals decided that “all 
marriage, family, moral, and artistic 
issues can now, theoretically, fall under 
the jurisdiction of Roman Catholic 
Canon Law.” The Court held that Bish- 
op Fiordelli had acted strictly within 
his ecclesiastical rights. 

Italian Protestants feel this decision 
is “abandoning Italian citizens to the 
mercy of Canon Law, with no guaran- 
tees of protection on the side of Italian 
legislation.” 
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Conflict for Kennedy 


The late Pope Pius XII, in one of his 
last audiences granted to Roman Cath- 
olic teachers from various parts of the 
world, called upon governments to give 
wider support to Catholic schools. 

He regretted that in spite of their 
merits Catholic schools did not find the 
support he felt they should from public 
financing. He commented that both 
public and private organizations are 
“busy in worldwide cultural and edu- 
cation activities” and should assist 
Catholic schools. 


“Freedom of Worship" in Spain 


The Baptist church at Seville, Spain, 
was closed last November 10 by order 
of the Spanish Government. “The addi- 
tion of this church to the list brings to 
eight the total number of Baptist 
churches in Spain which have felt the 
hard hand of religious oppression from 
the Government of Spain.” This was 
the statement of Dr. Cornell Goerner, 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board’s secretary for Africa, Europe 
and the Near East. 

The Third Baptist Church of Barce- 
lona and the Third Baptist Church of 
Madrid were closed in September. Pre- 
viously, five other churches had been 
closed. 


Freely Received, Freely Given 


The Christian Literature Crusade re- 
ports 3,959 requests have been received 
in response to the Reader’s Digest ad- 
vertisement offering a Bible to those 
who would write for one. These re- 
quests have been received by the In- 
stitut Biblique Europeen, in Chatou, 
France. Quite a number of the letters 
came from French colonies and the 
army. 

Answering these thousands of letters 
is a ministry itself, and in this the stu- 
dents of the Bible College are assisting. 





Procession to the Vatican 


Within the same fortnight the United 
States 686th Air Force band and choir 
(which serenaded him) and the first 
aircraft ever to land in the Vatican. a 
new U.S. helicopter, paid calls to Pope 
John XXIII. The Pope, who it has been 
said will bless anything, blessed the 
“helicopterum.” 


State Funds for Catholic School 


In Austin, Texas, a group of private 
citizens, including several Protestant 
ministers, filed suit charging that state 
tax money is being used to support a 
Roman Catholic parochial school at 
Bremond, in East Central Texas. 

“. . . The purpose of this action is 
to bring about an actual separation of 
church and state in the public schools 
of the Bremond Independent School 
District and to eliminate all sectarian 
influence in the tax-supported schools 
of said school district,” the petition 
stated. 

The suit against the school district 
charges that the first floor of the school 
is leased to the Bremond School District 
while the second floor is St. Marv’s 
school for Roman Catholics. The law- 
suit said St. Mary’s receives 86 per 
cent of its operating expenses from 
state tax funds while “it is in truth 
and in fact a Catholic parochial school 
as now operated and maintained and 
is not legally entitled to receive public 
funds.” 

The citizens’ group charges that the 
school of 213 students is taught by six 
Catholic nuns and priests. Twenty-four 
violations of the State and Federal con- 
stitutions are alleged. 


Dangers of Federal 
Control of Schools 


The Illinois Manufacturers’ Associa- 
tion last February adopted a resolution 
warning that congressional appropria- 
tions for education would lead inevit- 
ably to Federal control of the nation’s 
schools. 

“It is only to be expected that there 
will be a trend toward Federal control 
where Federal funds are involved,” the 
resolution read. “In fact, it is difficult 
to justify the distribution of Federal 
funds without control.” 

The Supreme Court of the United 
States has laid down the principle that 
the Government would be remiss in its 
duty if it did not see that its funds 
were properly administered, and is 
therefore justified in controlling and 
administering whatever it supports and 
aids financially. 
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Birth Control Ruling Challenged 


Connecticut’s seventy-year-old law 
against birth control is being challenged 
by a law suit brought by Dr. C. Lee 
Buxton, chairman of the obstetrics de- 
partment of the Yale medical school, 
and seven others. 

Judge Frank T. Healey, of the New 
Haven Superior Court, upheld the law 
in a ruling against the plaintiffs in 
January. 


Report on Negro and 
Indian Catholics 


There are 595,155 Negro Catholics 
in the United States, according to a 
report compiled by the Commission 
for Catholic Missions Among the Col- 
ored People. The Commission also re- 
ported there are 120,110 Indians who 
are Catholics. 

According to the Commission’s re- 
port the new total for the number of 
Negro Catholics represents an increase 
of about 20,000 over the number re- 
ported a year ago. The increase in the 
number of Catholic Indians was about 
3.000. Last year’s Negro converts 
numbered 11,802. 

Four hundred ninety-seven Roman 
Catholic churches serve entirely Negro 
congregations. Three hundred forty-two 
parochial schools serve Negro pupils 
only. 


"Stop the Sin of Segregation" 


This was the cry of Archbishop Rob- 
ert E. Lucey of San Antonio, in open- 
ing parochial schools to all Roman 
Catholic children without regard to 
color or race, in 1954. 


In 1958, Roman Catholics in Vir- 
ginia claimed they integrated Catholic 
parochial schools without incident or 
objection. Northern Virginia, the com- 
muter area for Washington, D. C., had 
only 3,000 Catholics twenty-five years 
ago. Today there are about 55,000 
Catholics and 17 parochial schools for 
12,000 children. Msgr. Edward L. 
Stephens claimed last fall these schools 
were integrated without protest. 


Rome's Definition of 
Religious Freedom 


Antonio Baldassarra, Christian Demo- 
cratic mayor of Sant’Angelo in Villa, 
Italy, was outraged by the prospect of 
a Protestant church in Sant’Angelo. 
Last November Pastor Graziano Can- 
nito applied for permission to build a 
new church in Sant’Angelo, with funds 
donated by American Southern Bap- 
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tists. Pastor Cannito, after holding serv- 
ices in a private home, had seventy 
conversions in Sant'Angelo and over 
three hundred converts in nearby 
villages. 

Although Rome’s Ministry of Public 
Works gave its approval and the Bap- 
tists started to build, the local mayor 
maintained his position. When the 
mayor refused a request from the 
builders for water, the Baptists prayed. 
“God help us find water” and dug their 
own well. 

The incensed mayor issued an ulti- 
matum: Take “the abusive building” 
down. Pastor Cannito appealed to the 
district judge, who has promised to 
“review the case.”” Work on the half- 
finished Baptist church has stopped. 

This case and the instances of many 
students who have been refused mar- 
riage licenses because they will not be 
married in the Catholic churches and 
other evidences of religious persecu- 
tion have been turned over to the Bap- 
tist World Alliance for review and 
assistance, 


Vatican Plans Nazareth Church 


News of Vatican approval of a $2,- 
000,000 church to be erected on the 
site of the Annunciation at Nazareth 
was given to Israeli Government offi- 
cials in March. On the site where the 
Angel Gabriel is said to have told the 
Virgin Mary, “Thou shalt conceive in 
thy womb, and bring forth a son, and 
shalt call him Jesus,” the new Church 
of the Annunciation will stand. It will 
be 160 feet high, the largest church in 
the Holy Land and one of the biggest 
in the Middle East. Work on the new 
basilica will start shortly. 


Rome's Upturned Palm 


The University of Notre Dame re- 
ported $3,020,052 in gifts and grants 
during the past year. The contributions 
were the largest in the twelve-year his- 
tory of the Notre Dame Foun ‘ation, 
except for 1956 and 1957 when in- 
stallments of a $3,074,500 Ford Foun- 
dation grant were paid. 

The Ford Foundation has granted 
$25,000 to the Jesuit Father’s Boston 
College to finance the planning, re- 
search, and evaluation of a new under- 
graduate honors program in its school 
of education. 

The Catholic University was awarded 
a $6,128 grant from the Department 
of Health, Education and Welfare for 
the advanced training of professional 
nurses. Five nurses in the university’s 
nursing school will receive tuition and 
additional stipends while preparing for 
teaching positions. 


A "Nauseating Affair" 


Robert Kennedy, chief counsel for 
the Senate labor racketeering commit- 
tee, walked into a political hornets’ nest 
when he said, at a Milwaukee press 
conference, that an unnamed “union” 
and “a large company” had, “within 
the last year,” offered effective political 
support for his brother Jack if Robert 
could get the McClellan committee to 
play ball. 


The offers, said Robert Kennedy, 
were “dismissed,” reported to his 
brother—but not to Committee Chair- 
man John McClellan. 


In Washington, South Dakota’s Karl 
E. Mundt, senior committee member. 
demanded that “the whole nauseating 
affair be fully explored and publicly 
exposed.” 


“Bigotry” Charged in 
Closing Clinic 


A “civic” group has charged that the 
closing of a clinic providing eye care 
for Roman Catholic school children 
was caused by “bigotry.” City Hall was 
peppered with complaints when the 
clinic closed. 

Dr. Donald A. Cornely, head of the 
child health section of the city Depart- 
ment of Health, said the reason the 
clinic was closed was that the city bud- 
get had been cut. He reported that the 
city is negotiating with hospitals to pro- 
vide eye care for Roman Catholic school 
children superior to the care provided 
at the clinic. Last year the clinic fitted 
1,500 needy students with glasses. The 
cost was $20,000. 

He added that clinics which serve 
public school children are operated by 
the Board of Education. The city will 
continue to pay for doctors and nurse; 
in parish schools. 

The group campaigning to reopen 
the clinic has the help of Teamste-s 
Warehouse Employes Local 169. 


Soldier Pope Serves Tea 


Pope John XXIII invited his army 
to tea and reminded the troops he also 
once wore a military uniform. 


The Pontiff received the officers and 
men of the Swiss Guard, the armed 
force recruited in Switzerland, which 
has protected popes since the Middle 
Ages. Their colorful costumes were 
designed by Michelangelo. Of the 
ninety-five-man guard all attended the 
tea except those on sentinel duty. 

The Pope reminded the guards that 
he had served in the Italian Army in 
World War I. 
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Vincent OF LERINS, who 
died during the reign of Theodosi- 
us and Valentinian and whose 
Commonitorium is considered by 
the Roman Catholic Church as an 
authoritative exposition of the 
Rule of Faith, wrote: “In the 
Catholic Church itself, too, we 
must be particularly careful to 
hold that which was _ believed 
everywhere, always, and by all. 
For this it is which is truly and 
properly Catholic, as the very 
force and reason of the word de- 
clares, which comprehends almost 
all things universally. And this 
will be our case if we follow uni- 
versality, antiquity and consent.” 

Examined in the light of this 
rule of faith, the history of the 
Roman Catholic Church registers 
more variations, changes, contro- 
versies, and internal dissensions 
than any other human institution. 
What unity could be attained 
when ambition, pride, temporal 
power, and self-glorification have 
always constituted the sole inter- 
est of the hierarchy? Pope Greg- 
ory XI, writing in 1374 to John 
Cantacuzene, who had become a 
monk after being emperor, makes 
a very distinct statement of the 
ground which had separated the 
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Proclaiming the Dogma of the Papal Infallibility — July 18, 1870 


The Roman Catholic Church Lacks Unity 
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churches: “It was the refusal to 
acknowledge our primacy which 
caused the division between the 
Latins and the Greeks, and has 
maintained the schism.’” 


Aspiring to maintain temporal 
power at all cost, the popes did 
not care if their church descend- 
ed into moral and doctrinal cor- 
ruption. Compromise was the 
best way for them to remain in 
favor with the rulers of the 
world. The spiritual state of the 
church did not bother them, as 
long as political power placed 
them in the capacity of masters 
of the world. A definite line was 
drawn between the primitive 
church and Roman ecclesiasti- 
cism. 

“The earliest Christians were 
pious, humble, patient and de- 
vout, despising the good things 
of this world. But as riches in- 
creased piety diminished; luxury, 
ambition and insolence took the 
place of religion, humility and 
charity.” With these words, 
spoken before the Council of Con- 
stance, Nicholas of Clemangis, a 
native of Champagne who had 
been secretary to Benedict XIII, 
condemned the whole Roman 
Catholic Church. 





























by Walter M. Montano 


wrt “Throughout the centuries of its 


existence, the Roman Catholic 
Church has not produced unity. 
The great theologians, canonists 
and moralists of Rome do not 
agree, even today, in matters 


of doctrine and church order.’’ 


The Chancellor of the Univer- 
sity of Paris, John Gerson, in 
a sermon delivered before the 
Council of Rheims in 1308, ex- 
posed the vices of the clergy, and 
with the same eloquent tone he 
afterwards censured the schism 
and desolation of the church be- 
fore the Council of Constance and 
defined the limits of papal au- 
thority. 

Henry de Langestein, of Hesse, 
published in 1381 a treatise on 
the “Union and Reformation of 
the Church.” The last part of this 
work was employed in depicting 
the universal profligacy of the 
clergy. After denouncing the 
simonies and other iniquities of 
the popes, the cardinals and prel- 
ates, he descended to expose the 
concubinages of the priests and 
debaucheries of the monks; the 
cathedrals were described as no 
better than dens of robbers, and 
the monasteries as taverns and 
brothels. 

While this voice came from 
Germany, England pronounced 
similar words of condemnation. 
Richard Ullerston, an Oxford 
doctor, composed his treaty, “The 
Golden Mirror of the Pope, His 
Court, the Prelates, and the Rest 


CHRISTIAN HERITAGE 





of the Clergy.” In it he exposed 
the simony and schism as they 
existed during the pontificate of 
Boniface IX. 

Italy and Spain were not be- 
hind in expressing their remon- 
strance against the disruption of 
the church, both in morals and 
doctrine. 


War Between Popes and Councils 


The war between the various 
Councils, the election of two and 
three popes at the same time, 
their mutual excommunications, 
the theological differences held 
by the doctors of the church, the 
violent attacks of one monastic 
order against another—all of 
that indeed cannot be exhibited 
as a sign of the church’s unity 
and harmony. The celebrated 
Council of Basle, where many 
ecclesiastical matters were de- 
fined, has always been a subject 
of controversy among Roman 
Catholic theologians, notwith- 
standing Rome’s confident boast 
of unity. 

In that Council was adopted 
the dictum that the pope could 
not dissolve the Council, nor 
transfer it elsewhere. It was also 
declared that a General Council 
was superior to the pope, being 
the voice of the universal church, 
and that by necessary conse- 
quence, instead of the pope hav- 
ing authority over the Council, 
the Council, on the contrary, had 
authority over the pope. The 
Councils were acceptable to the 
popes as long as they were in- 
struments of their ambitions. 

If they went against the pope’s 
demands, they were rejected. 
Such was the case of Pope Eu- 
genius, who issued a bull decree- 
ing the dissolution of the Council 
of Basle. The Council, in return, 
cited the pontiff to appear and 
answer the charge of contumacy. 
And thus the shameful spectacle 
was exhibited for two years of 
Pope against Council, and Coun- 
cil against Pope. Eugenius, how- 
ever, being alarmed by the 
threatened opposition of Emper- 
or Sigismund, thought it best to 
temporize, and sent four legates 
to the Council to preside in his 
name. At the same time he pub- 
lished another bull, by which he 
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revoked the former ones and de- 
clared that the General Council 
of Basle had been lawfully con- 
tinued since its commencement, 
and that he approved all that 
they had done. 


A GENERAL COUNCIL, ac- 
cording to Roman theology, is in- 
fallible when approved by the 
Pope. Yet there are theologians 
in the Roman Catholic Church 
who never accepted this principle 
unless the result was satisfactory 
to their side. The Council of Con- 
stance and the Council of Basle 
decreed the supreme authority of 
a General Council, even without 
or against the pope. And such has 
been the law of the church as far 
back as the Council of Chalce- 
done. Nevertheless the ultramon- 
tane party refuse to accept the 
infallible decision. And the con- 
troversy over this matter, al- 
though vitally important to the 
system of Rome, is as far from 
being completely settled now as 
it was in the fifteenth century. 

In this comedy of unity we see 
how Pius II issued a bull in 1460, 
condemning the practice of ap- 
pealing from the pope to a Gener- 
al Council, and excommunicated 
ipso facto all, even kings and 
princes, who should presume to 
make such appeal in the future. 
Shortly after, the Parliament of 
Paris, under Charles VII, at- 
tacked the course of the Pope in 
condemning the Pragmatic Sanc- 
tion, and appealed to a General 
Council, in open contempt of the 
novel ordinance which the pontiff 
had set forth. Another specimen 
of this pretended unity was pro- 
vided in the Vatican Council of 
1870. For how long the declara- 
tions of this Council, which puts 
the pope above the Council, will 
remain, no one can tell. 

In 1502, the Canons of the 
Cathedral in Paris addressed the 
Faculty of Theology, to inquire 
whether they were obliged in con- 
science to submit to the censures 
which the Pope had fulminated 
in his bull against the clergy who 
refused to pay him the tenth of 
their income. The Faculty replied 
that the bull in question was of 
no force nor validity whatever; 
that the Pope could not compel 


the clergy to pay the tenth with- 
out their own consent; and that 
they were not obliged to suspend 
the divine offices, nor to submit 
in any way to the censures which 
the Pope had decreed against 
them. 

Here we have another evidence 
of the liberty with which national 
churches, universities and facul- 
ties of theology belonging to the 
Roman obedience, judged the 
Pope, even when he was acting 
ex cathedra. They condemned his 
acts as inconsistent with their 
rights and illegal. Louis XII at- 
tached no importance to the ex- 
communication of the Pope, 
which “was notoriously void, be- 
cause the Pope had passed the 
limits of his authority.” 


Council Against Council 


The General Council of Pisa 
was assembled against Julius in 
1511. It was held at the convoca- 
tion of nine cardinals, after the 
Pope had been applied to in vain, 
notwithstanding the fact that he 
had sworn, before his election, 
that if he should be chosen pope, 
he would call a General Council 
within two years. The pontiff 
concluded that the best mode of 
meeting this difficulty was to con- 
vene another Council at Rome, 
for which he issued a bull with- 
out delay, nullifying the convo- 
cation of the Council at Pisa and 
forbidding all persons to favor it, 
under pain of excommunication. 

The cardinals, nevertheless, 
persevered, and the second Gen- 
eral Council of Pisa assembled. 
The preacher of the occasion de- 
clared that this Council repre- 
sented the church. In the decree 
of the first session, the Council 
set forth the objects for which it 
was convened, viz., to reform the 
Church in its head and in its 
members, to declare war against 
heretics, and to extinguish 
schisms, heresies and errors. 

The Pope excommunicated the 
members of the Council and de- 
prived them of all offices and dig- 
nities. The majority of the car- 
dinals opposed him. The Council 
was transferred to Milan in 1512, 
and in their eighth session they 
proceeded to suspend the Pope. 
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The kingdom of France accepted 
this suspension, but Julius pub- 
lished a bull nullifying all the 
actions of the Council and putting 
France under an interdict. The 
Pope convened the General Coun- 
cil of Lateran, for the reforma- 
tion of morals, and the re-estab- 
lishment of discipline. 

The General of the Order of 
St. Augustine preached a sermon 
in which he courageously said 
that “matters were reduced to 
the last extremity; that furious 
storms were ready to burst over 
their heads. Could anyone behold, 
without groans and tears of 
blood, the continual disorders, 
the pollution of that perverse age, 
the monstrous corruption of mor- 
als, the ignorance, the ambition, 
the shamelessness, the licentious- 
ness, the impiety, which tri- 
umphed in the holy place, from 
which those disgraceful vices 
should be eternally banished?” 
He finished his famous sermon 
with these words: “Let us declare 
an eternal and implacable war 
against the crowd of enormous 
vices which have overwhelmed 
the face of the Church, and which 
dishonor religion.’” 


i FOLLOWING YEAR, 
February 1513, the Pope died, 
and Leo X was elected as his suc- 
cessor. This Pope, who was “nei- 
ther so passionate nor so haughty 
as his predecessor, but . . . was 
much more subtle and insincere,” 
issued a bull which was approved 
and read at the eleventh session 
of the Council of Lateran, in 
1516. 

“Many there are,” declared this 
bull, “who do not, in their preach- 
ing, teach the way of the Lord, 
nor seek to explain the Gospel, 
but rather invent things through 
ostentation, crying aloud, and ac- 
companying what they say with 
violent gestures. Others display 
in the pulpit feigned miracles, 
apocryphal histories, which are 
altogether scandalous, without 
any authority, and without any 
edification ; while some abuse the 
prelates, and declaim boldly 
against their persons and their 
conduct.” 

The same pope presented an- 
other bull to the Council, abolish- 
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ing the Pragmatic Sanction which 
was’ established with another 
Pope’s sanction by St. Louis, the 
most religious and devoted Cath- 
olic king, and approved by the 
Council of Basle and many pon- 
tiffs. These and multitudes of 
other instances before and after 
the Reformation show clearly the 
preposterous absurdity of the 
Roman Catholic Church’s claim 
to unity. 

The celebrated Council of Trent 
is another example of discord 
which reigned amongst the prel- 
ates of Rome. In 1545, Cardinal 
Seripand recommended that the 
Council should take up the refor- 
mation concerning the Court of 
Rome. The Archbishop of Braga 
supported this proposal. As some 
of the prelates had suggested that 
it was not necessary to include 
the cardinals, the fearless Arch- 
bishop maintained, on the con- 
trary, that “the Most Illustrious 
Cardinals had need of a most 
illustrious reformation.” 


He added that “the Episcopal 
authority had been almost ex- 
tinguished since the introduction 
of this new order of Cardinals, 
which was unknown in the an- 
cient Church; that there was no 
hope of a real reformation in the 
Church until the Bishops were 
restored to their authority; that 
he could not excuse himself from 
saying, in lamentation before 
God, and in complaining to the 
Church of the Church herself, 
that matters were not thus in 
the beginning.” 

The want of unity in that Coun- 
cil was so noticeable that Fleury, 
the Roman Catholic historian, is 
compelled to use the following 
language: 

“The presiding legate had been 
very careful to recommend se- 
crecy to the fathers, to prevent 
the public from being informed 
of this discord which reigned in 
the Council, and of the little 
moderation which they had shown 
in their disputes. Many, on going 
out of the assembly, shed tears 
on account of these lively alter- 
cations, contenting themselves 
with keeping them secret since 
they could not prevent them; but 
the report spread very soon, the 
whole city of Trent was informed 
of them, and the letters which 





were sent from thence into all 
kingdoms lessened greatly the ad- 
vantageous opinion which had 
been at first conceived. They did 
not spare the reputation of the 
legatees .. .’” 

Referring to this spectacle of 
doctrinal and disciplinary dis- 
cord, the ambassador of France 
wrote to the Sieur de I’Isle: “The 
legates obliged the Holy Spirit 
to come from Rome in a post- 
bag.” 

Throughout the centuries of its 
existence, the Roman Catholic 
Church has not produced unity. 
The great theologians, canonists 
and moralists of Rome do not 
agree, even today, in matters con- 
cerning the prerogatives of the 
Pope, the doctrine of predestina- 
tion, the immaculate conception 
and the assumption of the Virgin 
Mary, the lawfulness of persecu- 
tion, the binding effect of oaths 
made to heretics, the extension of 
religious freedom, the exact defi- 
nition of purgatory, the question 
of mixed marriages, the varied 
interpretations of church com- 
mandments, and many other mat- 
ters of doctrine and church order. 


Seventeen Roman Catholic Sects 


In his pamphlet “Eastern Cath- 
olics,’” Father Clement C. Eng- 
lert, states that “There are about 
nine million Catholics of Eastern 
Rites; but there are roughly 
about two hundred millions of 
non-Catholic Christians of the 
same rites, with true bishops and 
priests, with the Mass and the 
Sacraments. What a gigantic task 
still lies ahead of us,—to make 
all these people Catholic too!’” 

Those nine million Catholics of 
Eastern Rites are divided into 
seventeen different sects with dif- 
ferent doctrines, different rituals, 
different practices, different cus- 
toms, different beliefs, and dif- 
ferent life. “Why don’t they join 
our own Roman Rite and so yield 
to the majority?” asks Father 
Englert, and he answers: “Be- 
cause their rites are just as old 
and beautiful as our own. Be- 
cause the Holy See has command- 
ed in the severest manner that 
Eastern Catholics continue to 
follow the ancient rites of their 
ancestors. Because it would be a 
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grave injustice for us to force 
them to adopt our rite just be- 
cause our rite had the opportun- 
ity of spreading itself over the 
entire world while theirs did not.” 
In chapter two Father Englert 
says: “Oriental Catholics . 
have different ceremonies, differ- 
ent customs, different laws... 
But perhaps the most striking 
difference of law between the 
Eastern and the Western 
Churches is the fact that married 
men may be ordained priests in 
the East . . . Hence, when one 
hears of such and such a boy as 
being the son of a Catholic priest 
in the Eastern Rite, there is no 
room for immediate thought of 
scandal and condemnation. On 
the contrary, the boy may be en- 
titled to our highest respect that 
he should have the privilege of 
having a priest for his father 
and for his first teacher in piety 
and holiness of life . . . An ori- 
ental priest has at least the ad- 
vantage of receiving the grace 





‘oe POSTER, torn from the 
door of a migrant worker’s home in 
Holland, Michigan, reads as follows: 


“In This Home We Are 
Catholics, Apostolics, Romans 
And We Reject All 
Protestant Propaganda” 


These posters are found on many 
homes of Mexican migrants and also 
on the homes of permanent residents 
of Holland, Michigan. They are 
meant to keep Christians from calling 
at these residences. 

The casual reader may not detect 
that underneath this condemnation of 
Protestants there lies the ugly spirit 
of the Inquisition, which sent thou- 
sands upon thousands of its victims 
to death by fire or other means of 
torture. The Inquisition, if ever es- 
tablished in America, would put in 
the hands of the Roman Catholic 
Church the same instruments of pun- 
ishment. 

In effect the above poster is a dis- 
guised voice of warning of excom- 
munication from the Roman Catholic 
Church, if a member dare welcome a 
Protestant to his home. 

Every time the voice of Protes- 
tantism is raised against Roman Cath- 


MAY, 1959 


of an additional sacrament, and 
receives all seven of the sacra- 
ments before he dies.” 


These differences between the 
two rites create resentment and 
even animosity of one _ rite 
against the other. Father Englert 
relates the case of “one poor 
priest who for a long time found 
it impossible to get his daughter 
accepted into a convent school 
because the superioress thought 
it would be too improper to have 
a priest’s daughter among the 
pupils!” 


|, SUCH AS making 
the sign of the Cross, the bows, 
people singing in the church, 
corporate congregational wor- 
ship, the absence of statues by 
Byzantine churches, etc., are en- 
tirely different from those of the 
Roman Catholic Church, yet all 
the adherents of these churches 
are accepted as Roman Catholics! 


Who Are the Bigots? 


THESES A CATHOLIC HOME! 
~“ PROPAGANDA 
OF ANY OTHER RELIGION WILL NOT BE 


~ ADMITTED + 


. 
& 





mw ESTE WOGAR SOMOS 
CATOLICOS, APOSTOLICOS, ROMA! 
Y RECHAZAMOS TODA PROPAGANDA PROTESTAN; 
WELCOME TO THIS HOUSE WHERE ; 
OUR LADY OF GUADALUEE 


<= IS THE QUEEN = 


olic intolerance in America the Roman 
hierarchy has been prompt to call 
Protestants “bigots.”” No matter how 
justified the Protestant protests have 
been, and in spite of ample documen- 
tation of Rome’s inquisition methods, 
all who dare to criticize the Roman 
Catholic Church are charged with 
bigotry. 

Here we have one proof, though 
there are countless other cases, in 
which the Roman Catholic Church 
openly exhibits her bigotry. 


The celebration of the mass in 
the Byzantine Rite cannot be 
compared with that of the Ro- 
man. “The Byzantine priest does 
not use a thin round piece of un- 
fermented bread for the Host as 
does the Latin priest. The By- 
zantine priest uses a square piece 
of fermented bread—that is, 


bread made with yeast. ... For 
centuries controversy raged be- 
tween Eastern and Western 


theologians over the use of fer- 
mented bread for the Blessed 
Eucharist ... A Byzantine Cath- 
olic does not receive Holy Com- 
munion kneeling. He receives it 
standing before the eikonostasis 
with his arms folded on his 
breast. He receives our Lord un- 
der both species: bread and 
wine.” 

The way of administering bap- 
tism is also different. Baptism in 
the Eastern Rites is by immer- 
sion, while the Roman Catholic 
baptism is by aspersion or 

(Continued on page 28) 





The instance is not from an isolated 
backward country, in some foreign 
land where Rome has long been 
mistress, but is found right here in 
America, on free soil, today! 

The Roman Catholic Church is still 
a minority in the United States, yet 
she dares to employ such strong-arm 
methods. What would happen if the 
Roman Church became a majority, 
and the elected officers of our beloved 
land were under the control of the 
hierarchy? 

Eagerly and incessantly the Roman 
Church proclaims to press and public 
that her members are staunch Ameri- 
cans. Yet, according to the never- 
changed doctrine of the Vatican, 
everything and everyone belonging to 
the Catholic Church are precisely 
“Roman.” 

The wording of this poster, “We 
are .. . Romans,” is self-explanatory. 
The people of this church are asked 
to consider themselves Romans first. 

Such practices as this are common 
in Mexico and other Latin American 
countries. It is unbelievable that 
American citizens, of whatever faith, 
would allow such a medieval demon- 
stration of anti-American, anti-demo- 
cratic policies. 
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(Continued from page 27) 
sprinkling. Confession among the 
Byzantines is heard without the 
screen prescribed by the Roman 
Catholic Church. An endless list 
could be compiled of all kinds of 
variations, changes, dissensions 
in the Roman Catholic Church, 
which, without a shade of doubt, 
reveal that church as the center 
of disunity. The only thing that is 
required is submission to the 
pope. Apart from this uncondi- 
tional surrender to the infallibil- 
ity of the pontiff, there is no 
doctrine, law, article of faith, 
moral, or practice that is common 
to all the Roman Catholic 
churches throughout the world. 

We are not even mentioning 
here the differences, wars and 
enmity which exist among the 
various monastic orders, congre- 
gations and secular institutions; 
nor would space permit us to de- 
scribe the doctrinal separation 
between Dominicans, Franciscans 
and Jesuits. If the Roman Cath- 
olic world would take the time to 
study these matters, its constitu- 
ents would find themselves frag- 
mented parts of a body segmented 
into a thousand partisan sects 
without organic union. The only 
common animation they receive 
is when they are moved in one or 
another direction at the dictation 
of the Vatican. 


United in One Thing 


We may conclude by saying 
that there is one type of unity 
that binds the hierarchy of Rome. 
Let Victor Hugo tell us where 
that unity rests: 

“It is this party which has for- 
bidden science and genius to go 
beyond the missal, and which de- 
sires to imprison thought within 
dogma. Its history is written in 
the history of human progress, 
but it is written in the reverse 
direction. This is the party which 
has Prinelli beaten with rods for 
saying that the stars would not 
fall. It put Campanella twenty- 
seven times to the question for 
having affirmed that the number 
of worlds was indefinite, and for 
having glimpsed the secret of 
creation. It persecuted Harvey 
for having proved the circulation 
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of the blood. By means of Joshua, 
it imprisoned Galileo; by means 
of St. Paul, it imprisoned Chris- 
topher Columbus. This is the 
party which anathematized Pas- 
cal in the name of religion, Mon- 
taigne in the name of morality 
... For a long time the human 
conscience has revolted against 
you and asks you ‘What do you 
want of Me” For a long time you 
have attempted to gag the human 
mind... If the brain of human- 
ity were there before your eyes, 
subject to your pleasure, opened 
like the page of a book, you would 
strike out parts of it. That is 
agreed!” 

How true! In one thing the 
whole structure of Roman Cath- 
olic machinery is united: in 
bringing the world to the Vati- 
can’s feet, in conquering tem- 
poral power, in renewing the age 
when with Constantine’s present 
of the City of Rome, and the 
provinces, districts, and towns of 
Italy and “all the Western re- 
gions,” the Pope received the 
right to wear, like the Emperor, 
an imperial crown and purple 
cloak and tunic; and the Dona- 
tion recorded, as a precedent for 
the future, that it had been the 
custom of the Emperor to lead 
the horse on which the Pope rode.’ 


e THE SINCERE Roman 
Catholic laity, unconsciously con- 
tributing with moral and materi- 
al support to turn religion into 
the ladder by which the Vatican 
continues ascending to world su- 
premacy, we bring the words of 
Arnoul, the Bishop of Orleans, 
who, addressing a Council in 
991, said: 

“What think you, should such 
an one be seated on an elevated 
throne and shining in the gold 
and purple with which he is 
clothed? If he be destituted of 
charity, and only inflated by sci- 
ence, he is an anti-Christ sitting 
in the temple of God, and showing 
himself as if he were God.’ 

Pope Adrian IV, one of the few 
honest-hearted men who held the 
papacy, asked his countryman 
and friend, John of Salisbury, 
what the people said of himself 
and the Roman Church. John of 
Salisbury answered boldly: 

“They say that the church of 





Rome is not the mother of all the 
churches so much as the step- 
mother. They see there the 
Scribes and Pharisees, who place 
on the shoulders of others exces- 
sive burdens which they will not 
touch themselves with the tip of 
their fingers. They tyrannize over 
the clergy without making them 
an example of the flock. They 
heap up precious furniture and 
load their tables with gold and 
silver, and are always avaricious 
for themselves. They give no ac- 
cess to the poor, except some- 
times through vanity. They make 
assaults upon the churches, they 
excite legal complaints, and place 
strife between the clergy and the 
people, and believe that the whole 
of religion consists in enriching 
themselves. Everything is venal, 
even justice itself; and they re- 
semble the devils in this, that 
they pretend to do good when 
they cease to do injury. I except 
some few, who do their duty. The 
Pope himself is a burden to all 
the world, and almost insupport- 
able. The people complain that he 
builds palaces while the churches 
fall into ruin, and that he goes 
abroad adorned with gold and 
purple, while the altars are 
neglected.” 


“And you,” replied the Pope, 
“what do you think of all this?” 


“T am much embarrassed,” an- 
swered John of Salisbury. “I am 
afraid of being a flatterer, if I 
oppose myself alone to the public 
voice; and on the other side, I 
am afraid of being wanting in 
respect. Nevertheless, since Gui 
Clement, the Cardinal of S. Po- 
tentian, speaks like the public, I 
dare not contradict him. For he 
maintains that there is a depth 
of duplicity and avarice in the 
Roman Church which is_ the 
source of all our evils; and he 
said this publicly one day in the 
Assembly of Cardinals, where the 
holy Pope Eugenius presided. 
Still, I shall say boldly, and ac- 
cording to my conscience, that I 
have nowhere seen ecclesiastics 
more virtuous, and more opposed 
to avarice than in the Church of 
Rome. But since you press me, I 
must declare that men ought to 
do as you teach although they 
must not imitate in all respects 
what you do. All the world ap- 
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plauds and flatters you; they call 
you father and lord. If you are a 
father, why do you expect pres- 
ents from your children? If you 
are lord, why do you not make 
yourself feared by your Roman 
subjects? But you wish to pre- 
serve Rome to the Church by 
your presents. Is it thus that S. 
Sylvester obtained it? You are, 
holy father, out of the right road. 
Give gratuitously what you have 
received gratuitously.’” 





'Vincentii Lirinensis Commonitorium, 
cap. II. 

*Fleury, Tom. 20, p. 250. 

*Fleury, Tom. 25, p. 229-232. 

‘Hist. Ecc. Tom, 32, by Fleury, p. 
304, 305. 

"Eastern Catholics, by Father Cle- 
ment C. Englert, Paulist Press, New 
York. Imprimatur, Francis J. Spell- 
man, Archbishop of New York. 

°C.E., vol. V, pp. 118, 119. 

‘Fleury, Tom. 12, p. 262. 

‘Fleury, Tom. 15, pp. 24-6. 


The Great Sin 


(Continued from page 11) 


decayed, he will become in time a 
part of the rabid segment of his 
church. 

® 

In view of its slackening hold 
on other Catholic elements, the 
hierarchy’s imperative need to 
hang onto the “good Catholics” is 
obvious, not only to prevent fur- 
ther falling off of membership 
but to retain the appearance of 
respectability. The job is not easy. 
These are no McCarthyites and 
Christian Fronters, natural-born 
allies of the clergy. These are 
worthy people who cannot readily 
be made to swallow hypocrisy and 
corruption. Yet the very existence 
of the hierarchy depends on its 
ability to make them do so. 

Its only recourse is to keep 
them in the densest possible ig- 
norance, while feeding them a 
systematic diet of falsehood and 
perversion, calculated to confuse 
and ultimately destroy their sense 
of right and wrong. It must bring 
them to the condition where they 
will see freedom of thought, the 
Golden Rule, and service to one’s 
fellow-man (regardless of creed) 
as wrong, while duplicity, intoler- 
ance, and service to a greedy 
clique appear right. In other 
words, it must either reduce them 
to the level of the “practical Cath- 
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olic’ or risk losing them alto- 
gether. 

The clergy’s most effective tool 
in this program is the Roman 
Catholic school. Let me here dis- 
abuse those ingenuous Protestants 
who send their children to Cath- 
olic schools in the fond belief 
that they “receive a better educa- 
tion.” Actually, the education in 
Catholic schools is poor to a de- 
gree that would shock our educa- 
tional authorities if they were 
ever permitted to find out about 
it. The deficiences of our public 
schools, over which we are so con- 
cerned, do not compare for a 
moment with the abysmal ignor- 
ance which passes as Catholic 
education. 

It is true that in the menial or 
tool subjects, those requiring 
memory only, the old-fashioned 
rote and drill methods of the 
Catholic school might well be ap- 
plied to advantage in our public 
school system. Fine as it is in 
other respects (and, regardless of 
Sputnik, it is far superior to 
any), it must be admitted that 
our school system does not do as 
good a job as the Catholic schools 
in providing pupils with the tools 
of education. 


As for education itself, that is 
a different matter. Many Ameri- 
can Catholic children are being 
taught by ignorant European 
peasants in this country solely 
through the connivance of Cath- 
olic politicians. Too often their 
teachers are nuns who know 
nothing of American democracy 
or American institutions, who 
cannot speak grammatically even 
in their own tongue. 

Add to this the suppression 
and distortion of facts which con- 
stitute history, literature, and 
such little of the arts and hu- 
manities as are “taught” in Cath- 
olic schools, and you have the 
quality of Roman Catholic educa- 
tion. 

For instance, the word “Inqui- 
sition” is hardly known to Cath- 
olic students. If mentioned at all, 
the Inquisition is represented as 
a political project in which Holy 
Mother Church’s office was mere- 
ly to turn over troublesome po- 
litical undesirables to the proper 
authorities. The same explanation 


is given of the burning of Joan 
of Arc, with the church’s respon- 
sibility played down to nullity 
and that of the political partici- 
pants played up. 

This policy is also followed in 
dealing with current Colombian 
persecutions. Never is it revealed 
that the political authorities in 
all these cases held or hold their 
posts only by sufferance of the 
Roman Church and only as long 
as their decisions reflect her will. 

While white-washing Rome, 
Catholic education loses no op- 
portunity to vilify Protestants 
and Protestantism in a way cal- 
culated to engender resentment 
and hatred, even in the trusting 
heart of a child. 


Turning from the social to the 
natural sciences, we find them 
faring as poorly. It is no accident 
that the U.S. fails to boast a 
single major Catholic scientist. 
The fact is that the Roman 
Church is afraid of science and 
would suppress it if she could, as 
in the days of Galileo’s recanta- 
tion. Her justified dread is based 
on the fact that science has so 
often proven her a liar. 

So slipshod and perfunctory is 
her provision for science in her 
schools that it is customary in 
Catholic high schools, where stu- 
dents may have to pass normal, 
regents, or other public exams, to 
have Sisters surreptitiously “bor- 
row” public school class note- 
books in science, through the 
good offices of some Catholic pub- 
lice school teacher. These, after 
slavish copying, the Catholic 
school students send in as their 
own. The need of private tutor- 
ing before they are able to meet 
matriculation requirements at 
standard colleges and universi- 
ties is a common experience for 
Catholic students. 

But even if aware of the in- 
feriority of Roman Catholic edu- 
cation, some foolish Protestant 
parents would still patronize the 
parochial schools on the ground 
that they “discipline” the chil- 
dren and “teach them manners.” 
Since the essence of good man- 
ners is consideration for the 
rights of others, and since Cath- 
olic children are trained to iso- 

(Continued on page 32) 


29 








Primary Concern 


Dear Sir: 


As the Presidential Derby picks 
up speed in earnest, the Ameri- 
can voter is again due to be bom- 
barded with the usual dose of 
cliches, catchwords, distorted 
meanings of the English lan- 
guage, and so on. And if either 
major political party chooses a 
Roman Catholic for its standard- 
bearer, cliches like “bigotry” 
and “discrimination” will be add- 
ed to intensify the pollution of 
our political atmosphere, a repeat 
of Al Smith’s tortuous campaign 
of thirty years ago. 


Then, as now, the _ phrase, 
“The voter’s primary concern 
should be the candidate’s qualifi- 
cations, not his religion,” carried 
an appeal which attracted mil- 
lions of votes and would undoubt- 
edly have attracted millions more 
—enough to elect a Catholic 
President—had the issue been as 
simple as the above-quoted phrase 
seemed to imply. 

Unfortunately, the issue wasn’t 
that simple then, any more than 
it is that simple today. For the 
Roman Catholic isn’t being dis- 
criminated against because of 
his religion per se... He is being 
discriminated against—if that’s 
the word for it—because he is a 
foreign-controlled American citi- 
zen whose primary concerns are 
selected for him by the Pope, an 
authoritarian foreign potentate, 
whose primary concerns happen 
to be the Vatican Empire, its in- 
stitutions and objectives, and not 
the welfare of the United States, 
its institutions and objectives. 

For that reason, the Roman 
Catholic American citizen should 
remove himself from foreign con- 
trol, at least as far away as 
American citizens of other de- 
nominations are, before charging 
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the voters with discrimination. 
But how is the Catholic to ac- 
complish this? 

Well, for a mighty good start 
toward that goal, American Ro- 
man Catholics should be in the 
forefront in protecting the Amer- 
ican public school and should re- 
sist all attempts to have their 
own children indoctrinated in the 
parochial schools, there to be 
fashioned into servile instru- 
ments for the Pope’s pressure 
groups in politics and thought 
control. And thought control, in- 
cidentally, is what enables the 
Vatican to induce the conditioned 
individual to turn against his 
own country and its institutions 
when it serves the Pope’s pur- 
pose. By way of spelling out this 
last assertion, Pierre Laval and 
Henri Philippe Petain, both in- 
herently patriotic Frenchmen, 
both sentenced for treason by 
French courts, are modern ex- 
amples of the end results of 
papal indoctrination in Vatican- 
controlled schools. 

Therefore, we must in the end 
conclude that it’s the fear of for- 
eign domination—not religion— 
which so deeply concerns the 
American voter. 


ANDREW DOHNANSKY 
Oak Park, Illinois 


Foreign Nuns in 
American Schools 


Dear Sir: 
The following information may 


be of interest to you. 


About three years ago the pub- 
lic (county) schools at Union and 
Rainbow in Washington County, 
Ohio, were closed. Then a so- 
called consolidated school was 
established in a new school build- 
ing the Roman Catholics had 
built at Churchtown, Washington 





County. The State of Ohio pays 
the church rent for this school 
building. 

Last fall, as you already know, 
three nuns from Ireland came to 
this school to teach. They are 
teaching there now and wear 
their nun’s garb. That question 
was brought to our State’s At- 
torney, William Saxbe, who said 
it was all right for a nun to teach 
and at the same time it was not 
improper for her to wear her 
garb. 

Now, understand—this is a 
school building, and in this build- 
ing the nuns have established 
their housekeeping. They cook, 
eat, and sleep in this building. 

My point is this: in the face of 
all the fires in Roman schools, 
hospitals, convents, old folks’ 
homes, etc., all over this country 
and Canada, these nuns and their 
associates flaunt all our State 
laws by thus using that so-called 
public school. The township popu- 
lation is in great majority Roman 
Catholic; hence they are “riding 
high.” 

However, let me point out the 
fact that if we here in Marietta 
were to allow our teachers to live 
and keep house in any one of our 
school buildings, believe me, you 
would see the roofs of many of 
our homes raised up in protest. 

I might add that Churchtown 
is about seven miles from Mari- 
etta’s county line. 

I am writing this in the inter- 
est of our public schools. 

NAME WITHHELD 
Marietta, Ohio 


Where Rome Rules 


Dear Sir: 


.. . Our town is rife with ex- 
amples of Catholic Action. The 
town is about 30 percent Roman 
Catholic, 30 percent Lutheran, 
and the remainder are of other 
faiths. The town library board is 
run by the local priest, a Jesuit 
named Father DeMuth. It is im- 
possible to get any book from the 
city library which is ‘on the Cath- 
olic Index. I recently tried to get 
a copy of People’s Padre there 
and was told that it was not the 
type of book which the citizens 
of Mankato desired, yet to my 
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knowledge here were twenty-five 
requests for the book in that 
one week! 

We were being told what to 
read by the local priest and my 
Protestant blood began to boil. 
Of course, this is just one iso- 
lated instance, yet there are in- 
dications to the effect that the 
Romans are trying to run the 
town. 

In a recent sheriff’s office elec- 
tion, a Roman Catholic was run- 
ning against a Protestant. The 
Roman Church brought five whole 
school bus loads of nuns down to 
the polls en masse, with instruc- 
tions how to vote. Normally, one 
doesn’t even see them at the polls. 
(There is a large Mother House 
Convent for the Sisters of Notre 
Dame, in addition to a convent 
of the Sisters of the Sorrowful 
Mother here in town.) 

Mankato and North Mankato 
are more or less twin towns, be- 
ing across the river from one an- 
other. There are four Catholic 
churches serving this community 
of about 35,000 souls. Holy Ros- 
ary serves North Mankato, Sts. 
Peter and Paul’s Church, St. 
John’s Church, and the Church of 
St. Joseph the Worker serve the 
city of Mankato... 

NAME WITHHELD 
Mankato, Minnesota 


“Dove of Peace” 
Deception 


Dear Sir: 


Our morning paper, the Allen- 
town (Pa.) Morning Call, carried 
a syndicated column by George 
W. Cornell, religious commenta- 
tor, under the heading “Religion 
Today,” which I want to call to 
your attention in case you have 
not heard of it. 

Mr. Cornell titled his article 
“Catholic-Protestant Relations 
Showing Signs of Improvement” 
and then went on to say that 
American Roman Catholics are 
beginning to talk theology with 
Protestants. 

“Not officially, and sometimes 
only in limited fashion, but the 
approaches are being made. ‘It’s 
a developing thing,’ said the Rev. 
Walter J. Ong, noted Jesuit schol- 
ar and professor at St. Louis 
University. ‘More and more dia- 
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logue is going on.’ That, in the 
United States, is a rare depart- 
ure. In the past, there has been 
little direct communication be- 
tween doctrinal experts of the 
two faiths. Father Ong said, 
‘Steps are being taken to keep 
the channels open, and the more 
that can be done, the better off 
we'll be.’ This week, as Cath- 
olic, Orthodox and Protestant 
churches around the world ob- 
served simultaneously a week of 
prayer for Christian unity, there 
were budding new signs of more 
direct sharing of viewpoints. Sev- 
eral Catholic publications have 
been launched carrying a cross- 
section of religious interpretation 
both by Catholic and Protestant 
authorities. These include Theol- 
ogy Digest, put out by the Jesuits 
of St. Mary’s College in Kansas; 
Philosophy Today, published by 
the Fathers of the Precious Blood 
at Indiana’s St. Joseph’s College, 
and Cross-Currents at West Ny- 
ack, N. Y. An ‘Operation Under- 
standing’ originated by Catholic 
editor Dale Francis of Austin, 
Texas, is being sparked for send- 
ing Catholic journals to Prot- 
estant clergymen. A _ Catholic- 
Protestant commission last year 
drew up the first mutual policy 
statement on the place of Christi- 
anity in higher education.” 


I cannot give the entire write- 
up in this letter but have shown 
excerpts which will indicate what 
Mr. Cornell is trying to convey. 
This, I think, is a very subtle at- 
tempt to fool a lot of unsuspect- 
ing people into believing that 
there really is no reason for any 
strong resistance on the part of 
Protestants to Catholic teachings 
and doctrine. In fact, it is sup- 
posed to sway a lot of people into 
voting for a Catholic candidate 
for president in 1960. 


This thing should be hit hard, 
and as an old reader of your 
magazine, I beg you to turn the 
searchlight upon this form of 
trickery so that the public may 
be reliably informed, since our 
daily papers will not do so. In 
spite of all Rome’s sugar-coated 
words we know that the only 
thing that the Pope is satisfied 
with, along the lines of “mutual 
understanding” with Protestants, 
is complete surrender to Catholi- 


cism. I hope that CHRISTIAN HER- 
ITAGE will deliver a solar plexus 
blow to this “Dove of Peace’’ de- 
ception that will open the eyes of 
our Protestant multitudes before 
the 1960 big election. 


ELLWwoop S. HIGH 
Allentown, Pennsylvania 


All in a Name 


Dear Sir: 


Rome’s favorite verse for con- 
fusing Protestants remains Mat- 
thew 16:18. The propagandists 
gladly inform us as to the mean- 
ing of the Latin Petrus and 
Greek Petros being “Rock,” in- 
sinuating that this proves Simon 
Bar-jona to be the Foundation of 
the Church. But a little knowl- 
edge is a dangerous thing. They, 
being wise in their generation, 
remain discreetiy silent as to the 
gender of these Latin and Greek 
words in relation to the other 
word for “rock,” Petra. To spot- 
light the gender, a whimsical 
translation would be: 

‘““And I say unto thee that thou 
art Mr. Rock, and upon this, the 
Miss Rock, I will build My 
Church, and Hades’ Gates shall 
not prevail against her.” 

If we call Mario by the femi- 
nine Maria, he will not be 
amused. If we refer to Mr. Rock 
as Miss Rock, we can expect the 
same reaction. Can we suppose 
our Lord would thus insult His 
disciple by shifting to the femi- 
nine Petra after referring to him 
by the masculine Petros? 

Scholars have established the 
fact that Greek usage of the time 
would have permitted our Lord 
to continue with the masculine 
Petros, after beginning with it. 
If the priests are correct as to 
His meaning, He need not have 
switched to the feminine Petra 
but should have used Petros. In 
fact, He need not have shifted 
the persons, but should have con- 
tinued with the second person, 
saying “upon thee.” As He did 
not do either, but made a double 
shift, He either intended to insult 
Simon, or the priests of Rome 
are wrong. 

Verbum sapienti. 

J. F. HARTMAN 
Springfield, Illinois 
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The Great Sin 


(Continued from page 29) 


late themselves and to distrust 
others, the speciousness of this 
reasoning is self-evident. 

Let us consider it in the light 
of certain events which trans- 
pired recently in California. We 
held an election here to re- 
peal tax-exemption for parochial 
schools and return them to the 
tax rolls. (Incidentally, our de- 
feat in this election immediately 
set afoot a current Catholic- 
sponsored move in the California 
Legislature to exempt all church- 
owned businesses from taxation. 
This means that the immensely 
profitable distilleries, laundries, 
hospitals, business blocks, ete., 
owned by the Roman Catholic 
Church would slide out of their 
taxes at the expense of the Cali- 
fornia home-owner.) 

During the above campaign 
our campaign offices were beset 
by gangs of children from nearby 
Catholic schools, who scribbled 
on the windows and made jeering 
remarks. Our posters in public 
places were systematically de- 
faced and had to be continually 
replaced. Cars carrying our stick- 
ers had the stickers ripped from 
them and the tires slashed. Our 
literature distributors were fol- 
lowed threateningly by numbers 
of “Catholic Boy Scouts” in uni- 
form who tore up the literature 
when they could reach it, and 
attempted to turn dogs on the 
distributors. 

(Another interpolation is time- 
ly here, to point out the menacing 
divisiveness by which the Roman 
Church sets up “Catholic Boy 
Scouts,” “Catholic Girl Scouts,” 
“Catholic War Veterans,” thus 
reversing the principle on which 
these groups were founded, 
namely, to learn understanding 
of others by free association with 
them.) 

Are these the manners we wish 
our American children taught? 

So much for Catholic education. 

The second factor in the hier- 
archy’s effort to hold the Roman 
Catholic people is the Catholic 
press. This can no longer be in- 
terpreted as covering only publi- 
cations of the Roman Catholic 
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Church but must be extended 
to include the “Catholic-slanted 
press,” that is, the small and 
great newspapers, the periodicals 
of nation-wide circulation, even 
the radio, TV, and movie studios, 
into which the Roman Church 
has bought through a disguised 
“front,” or which it is able to 
pressure with threats of boycott. 
The earmark of the Catholic 
press is its practice of branding 
as “Communist” any figure out 
of favor with the hierarchy, 
whether a minister deploring 
church gambling or a politician 
opposed to public support of sec- 
tarian schools. 

Last but not least of the Ro- 
man Church’s propaganda vehi- 
cles is the Catholic pulpit, which 
differs radically in purpose and 
character from its Protestant 
counterpart. The sine qua non of 
the Protestant pulpit is to preach 
the gospel of Jesus Christ; that 
of the Catholic pulpit is to con- 
trol and intimidate the Catholic 
people. 

This is done by savage denun- 
ciations of those things from 
which, for reasons of its own 
security, the hierarchy needs to 
isolate the laity, 7.e., Protestants, 
Masons, the public schools, birth- 
control, the principle of Separa- 
tion of Church and State, the 
American doctrine of freedom of 
conscience, and so on. 


With all this heavy ammuni- 
tion being spent upon them, it is 
inevitable that numbers of the 
“good Catholics” must inevitably 
be demoralized. Theirs is not, 
however, a sudden collapse. It is 
rather the result of slow deteri- 
oration. The soul does not sur- 
render its integrity without a 
struggle. There are those who 
withstand and, by winning this 
struggle, win with it their spir- 
itual emancipation. Others suc- 
cumb almost imperceptibly. 

To indicate how good people 
may be subtly perverted into ac- 
cepting and condoning evil, let 
me describe a scene from a popu- 
lar movie which amused my Ro- 
man Catholic friends and was 
regarded by them as a bit of 
innocent fun. 

The film, which like so many 
these days was heavily larded 
with Catholic propaganda, dealt 


with a gangster who is repre- 
sented as having a heart of gold 
because of his generosity to the 
church. The scene takes place in 
a bar which he seeks to get under 
his control. Two of his “goons” 
are waiting to beat the proprietor 
into compliance. Two begging 
nuns enter and, in return for 
donations, give the waiting mob- 
sters St. Christopher medals. 
When the nuns leave, one of the 
mobsters inserts a medal into a 
slot machine, which immediately 
disgorges the “jack-pot,” the 
mobster facetiously attributing 
his luck to the medal. 


My Catholic friends saw noth- 
ing shocking or blasphemous in 
this incident. On the contrary, 
they showed quite a tender feel- 
ing for the gangster, and ac- 
cepted his interpretation of the 
efficacy of the medal at face 
value. They felt neither shame 
nor fear in substituting for the 
infinite Source of life a pagan 
Catholic “God” with voodoo pow- 
er to abet evil men in their evil 
ways,—a god on a par with the 
devil-gods of Africa. 


The Catholics who found this 
scene amusing are “good Cath- 
olics”; in fact, to all intents and 
purposes, they are good people. 
Yet it cannot be denied that al- 
ready the fine edge is wearing off 
their conscience. True, there is a 
far way between the smile at an 
unethical incident and the hor- 
rible tortures inflicted on non- 
Roman Croats by Roman Cath- 
olics of Serbia within very recent 
history. Yes, it is a far way from 
the one to the other—but not a 
step is missing on the long road 
down. 


Nowhere under the stars has 
there ever been waged a more 
bitter and relentless warfare 
than that of the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy against the soul of the 
Catholic people. What enemy can 
a man have more deadly than the 
one who would slay the immortal 
part of him? To corrupt, to de- 
grade, to betray, to prostitute a 
man’s conscience is the most aw- 
ful wrong that can be done him. 
It is a sin against God’s creation. 


It is the essence of the Roman 
Catholic hierarchy’s war on the 
Catholic people. 
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